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SAVING.

From the High Commissioner for Palestine.

To the Secretary of State for the Colonies.

Date 13th Jassary ]$4,

D............................Saving.

x/47347

t"

I
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ORI-.

hjot is future of British eatiorneitsPalestine otherthan Oovoffielalo, polio and armorand their faSiies.

2. Ioi1er0 the ber of British natiosels ecoluing GO rammeat ottioezs ad ers of N.M. bres a ad their wives ad aw hidein this ocmtry was 6,000 (most of th in thi), a hig mnor'prhitodr w
wre from A Z. Yon should know that i aesphghprtpooa tio of who

doeto' in charge of the St. Joh's esonhe to aa nu iy by the
been given that i eaent of it aohhlt hospital an m M'akj has
of thees e thuaioeto it beingasat the time of the thdrawalofrc th fsr altjom t evacuate British subjects in civilian s~ilqyutt orservice fram Palestine arrngaeeats will be mae to do so. It ay beasstaedj that most "technical" British subjects who are in fact Jews and Arabswill not app3j for eRamatio, but they will probably apply t Je arbsrepresentative for protection d assist looe i b they be y to the British
personal danger or are in finn difficulties.

3 w Hay i these ooiniderations in mind I should be glad to
a wet.ion of British astionals to Palehasa wishes regarding the further~sio o ktla ntinasto Palestine. The Tel Aviv - Ntah Tiqvaareas .o...ide..safe forBritish residents-ato o -ii aj tIshouldhave been dispose to authorize admission reito an oritinarsijy wI slegitimate ase for applioatios and for wh a oBiatih isvt who has

But it may be held desirable to keep ataiod is available,

ne rh One faet of this problem is Missionaries, It is opaces, ndno teciap teas to pwsue their calling to live in isolate
pandas, still ospecialte protection can be atorded to these even while themandte silloperates.
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Colonial Office,
Church House,

Great Smith
S. W1.My Reference.. 75.136/48.

Your Reference.._.......

Dear Beeley,

Entry of British nat
into Palestine.

27th January, 1948.

1
ionals

I enclose a copy of a savinLram from the
High Commissioner for Palestine in which he raises
the question whether in the circumstances described
therein, H.M.G. would wish to consider the question
of the further admission of British nationals to
Palestine. There is, of course, at present, some
restriction on the entry of British subjects since
entry is controlled by the requirement of a special
endorsement for Palestine which is only granted to
British subjects who have legitimate reasons for
entry into Palestine and for whom accommodation is
available.

We should be grateful to
of the Foreign Office on this

have the early views
quest ion.

Yours sincerely,

(:w. A. C. Mathieson)

H. BELLEY ESQ.,
F0:?ETGN O1PFICE.
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My Reference 75136/t 8.

Your Reference

Colonial Office,
Church House,

Great smith
s-w.1.

67) 7 th February, 1948.

Dear Beeley,

Entry of British nationals
intoPalestine.

Would you please refer to my letter
of the 27th January, enclosing a copy of
savingram No. 21 of the 13th January from
the High Coiaaissioner for Palestine on the
above question.

We have nowi received a telegraphic
reminder from the High Commissioner, copy

---- enclosed, and any action you could take to
expedite Foreig Office views on this matter
would be appreciated.

Yours sincerely,

(W.A.C. Lathiesin)

P.

Street,

H. BEELEY, ESQ., C.B.E.
POREIG OFFICE.
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INWARD TELEGRAM

TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES

(o.T.P.)

IRON PAI EIl

D.
R.

5th February,
6th

(Gen.

1948.
"n

Sir A, Cunningham)

07.00 Ias.

No. 296.

January.
7y ecret savingram No. 1 of3 .3th

Grateful for an early
views regarding admiasion and ev
non-offiia. British subjects.
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Registry
No. E1260/1 260/31.

Top-ee.at.
J.G. B

Confidential.

to _______

to (,

Mr. Mathi eson.

Co lonia. Office.

Hs ,4

F rom.

Mr. Beith.

4A~r

1O sport

Office first.

ZL 8At-

?,,

Dear Will.

I am replying to your letter No. 7513/

48 of January 27th to Beeley about the

entry of British Nationals into Palestine.

Our general view is the t we should

not encourage British Nationals to go

to Palestine in theimm*ed ate futures'w

Clearly any cases justified by business

or family reasons should be alloyed, but

I suggest that we should stipulate that

such reasons should exist before granting

a pe rmi t.

I have consulted our Passport Office

who point out that the control exercised

by them at the wish of the Palestine

Government is at present very strict.

We therefore consider that the situation

can be left as it stands, since it would

be undesirable to ban all visits to

Palestine.
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FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1.

81st February, 1948.

CONFI 1NTIAL

Dear Will,

I am replying to your letter No. 75134/48 of the
27th January to Beeley about the entry of British
Nations into Palestine.

onur general view is thet we should not encourage
British Nationals to go to Palestine in the imediate
future owing to the unsettled sitiution. Clearly any
oases justified by business or family reasons should beallowed, but I suggest that we should stipulate thatsuch reasons should exist before granting a permit.

I here consulted our Passport Office who point
out that the control exercised by them at the wish of the
Palestine Governient is at present very strict. We
therefore consider that the situation can be left as itstands, since it would be undesirable to ban all visits ti
Palestine.

(T. G. s. Beith)

W. A. G. Nathieson, Esq., M.B.E.,
Colonial Offi©e.
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INWARD TELEGRAM

TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES

(o.T.P )

FRAJSTIE (Gen. Sir A.Cunningham)

D. 26th Pebruary,
R. 26th "

1948.
"

NI,

13.45 hra.

Tret

Your telegraI No.703.

My eavingram No.57 contains more
detailed proposals regarding future of British residentsin Palestine. Regret reply to paragraph 2 of your
telegram not possible at present. The position willbe clearer af.er action completed as proposed in
paragraphs 4 and 5 of my eavingram under reference.
Grateful for very early reply.

Copy sent 'o : -c
Foreign Office

Cypher
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OUTWARD TELEGRAM

FROMTHESECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES

10
Jhit

I ..

(0.2,..

(Gen. Si* A. Cunning ghmn)'EO..qAL32TIg

Sent 25th Februrry, 1948.

No.703 oret

o ur t'e m N3'o. 296.

Po . . Entry or British nationaris :iritc

General i' i that Brit 1i nat;ishould not be encouraged to go to Pailestin~e inmefutur. owing to unsrettled BItuation and thai c n ontropresent exercised under which enftr7 is cn2ly ccordocwhen 4us tifjd by business or family reason is

2 uldIt tould L. helpful ±i sor inric on
th, - 1 Si fo tlw number of Brit i th na ti onalQco er ihan Arabs or Jo7s - Wo Will probably y r -. nalestne t terai :hdrawalin orderi to enablc fin .asse sment to-bc made of extent of problem o a ec'-o i .n itish subjects which miTght fall to be dealt -Brits reprcent.tiv should the situation war:ar .

Copy sent t ' ~ ~ -- - - - - ----. .. . .
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My Reference ...758.721.59/27/48

Your Reference...............

CO FIDErTTIAL

Colonial Offi e, -
The Church Hou

Great Smith Street, ;
LO DOT S.W.1. L-

8 MAR 1948

1

Vould you lease refer t
21st February (E 1260/1260/31) ab
British nationals into Palestine.

Et

o oh
out the

3170
1 r
entry of

You will have seen
Tro. 703 of the 25th February
in reply, copy enclosed for
and I now enclose a copy of
telegram "o. 470 of the 26th
savingram To. 57 of the 20th

a copy of our telegram
to the High Ccrmmirissioner

convenience of reference,
the High Commissioner's
February, and. of his
February.

In his savingram, the High Commissioner
raises the question of advice that should be given
to non-official British subjects whose normal domicile
is in the United Kingdom, who are now maKing up their
minds whether or not to leave the country and to the
security measures that can be provided for those
who have to remain. In paragraph 4 of his savingram
the High Commissioner suggests the terms under which
persons who are members of the commercial community
and Missionaries and allied institutions should be
approached on this subject and he suggests that the
advice given should be transmitted to the persons
concerned as emanating from His Majesty's Government.
The High Commissioner asks for early telegraphic
confirmation of this step and ve should like to have

your early agreement. /. As
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SI

As regards paragraph 7 of the HighCo issioner's savingram, we have already agreedth t the ptdedent arrangements are sufficiently
controlled.

We think that it might be helpful toHis Majesty's Representative if, as the PalestineGovernment propose to contact British subjects onthis question, a register could be compiled ofBritish subjects whose normal domicile is in theUnited Kingdom who elect to remain in Palestineafter the 15th May. We propose, if you agree,to make this suggestion to the High Commissioner.

(W. A. C. Mathieson)
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INWARD TELEGRAM

TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES

(ypher (o.,L P.

D. 26th Pebruary.,
R.. 26c th " Q

2948L
I, UL 45 hra.

a uy savingram No.,57 oontaina moreproposal3 regarding future of British residentsin P-lest Ree. egret. reply to paragraph 2 of yourtelegram not possible at present. The position willbe o leare ter action oomp1ted a8 proposed inparagra p s and5 5af my savingram under reference.Gratefulf or very early reply,,

?oueig'n or iae - Mr. J3,8I.. SBei.t ,
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FRO 'iii8Tj1_NE (Gen .Sir ACun~ningham)

IMMEDIATELY

N 7' ee

Your telegran, Noe7C3,



7. Clear.
SF/473/L47.

AVI NG
FR OM THE HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR PALESTINE.
TO THE SECR ET.RY CF ST TE FOR THE COLONIES.

20th February, 1948.
57 Saving. PRIOPITY. SECRET.

Reference my saving
January regarding the future of British
other than Governm:nt officials, Police

telegram No.
nationals in
nd _:riy and

21 of the 13th
Palestine
their families.

2. Further consideration has nowquestion ith special regard to the advice th't shnon-official British subjects :ho are noi making uWhether or not to leave the country, and to the sethat can be provided for those :ho have to remain.

been given to t
iould be given t
*p their minds
curi ty measures

* As ncicated in my saving telegram under referencean analysis of Br itish subjects resident in Palestine in 1940indicated th.t there ":ere some six thousand persons of Britishnationality in Palestine at that time. The majority of these areeither Je-ish or have other origins that give them indigenous statusin this country. Consideration is therefore limited to thefollowing groups.of British subjects those normal domicile s inthe United Kingdom.

(a) Official (Foreign Office, Tritish Council etc.)

Meters of the Cormerical coiaunity.

Missionaries and allied institutions.

. I propose to _:dvise those Dersons in Groups (b)and (c), through District Commissioners and the Bishop respectively,that consideration of their future plans should t.ke into accountthe fact th!t tne degree of practical assi stance which can be pro-vided :y H.:.G. ;ill be immeasurably greater now, and during the.process of t' e -i.thdre:r l of the administration, tcan it will beafter that operation is completed. 'hatever their future plans maybe, they should novw :ive serious consideration to taking advantageof these conditions and sending their wives and children to theUnited Kngdom before the end of april. I also propose to informthem that any requests for Government assistance in this respect mustb e communicated to ne before the 15th March.

5. In view of e eventual transfer of responsibilityfor the welfare of British subjects, from the Palestine Government tothe Foreign Office Representative, I suggest that the foregoing advicebe transmitted to the persons concerned as emanating from H.M.G.I shall be grateful for your early telegraphic confirmation of thisstep.

6. '.ith
Further consideration is
security accommodation,

stocking such areas -i

i regard to British subjects
now being riven to arrange

if neceosry, in cantonment
th adequate food reserves.

in Group (a) abov
ments for providin
areas, and for

7 .
reque sted
subjects

at the
':aking

I shall
same time

anplicet ion

be grateful if the Foreign
to tender appropriate advice
for Palestine endorsements.

Office may be
to all British

Date
No.

his
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(c)
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OUTWARD TELEGRAM

FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES

Cyshr (o.?.P.)

T E TI (Gen. Sir A. Oulnntagi)

Bent 25th Pebruary, 198. 11.00 bra.

No.703 sea ret

Your telegram No. 296.

Palostine.
'Entry of British nationals into

General view is that 3ritish natica3.sshould not be encouraged to go to Palestine in immediatefuture . owing to unsettled situation and that control atpresent exerol, eed under which entry is on g accorded .when 3ustified by business or fmily reasons is-
$Uff ioient.

2. It would be helpful if same indicationcould be given of the number of British nationals,other than Arabs or Jews, who will probably remain in.Palestin after withdrawal, in order to enable advanceaseesment to be made of extent of problem of evacuation
of British subjects wb4ich might tall to be dealt with byBritish representative should the situation warrant thatcourse.

Foreign C10if.e - Mr. J. C 3. Beith.
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March, 19)48.

Thank you for your

of March

subjects

letter No.

8th about

,

75872/

non-official

in Palestine.

agree with the High

oronosals and think

suggest in your

that- the

Commissioner's

register which

last paragraph would

useful.
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I~

18th March, 1948.

Thank you ror your letter
ko. 75872/15y/27/48 or 8th Maroh
about non-offioial iritieh
sub jeota in palestine.

As I informed you by telephone
we agree with the High
Uonuimisioner' a proposals and think
that the register which you suggest
in your last paragraph would be
very useful.

(1 AJC

4.A1.0. Mathieson £a.,
Colonial Office.
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OUTWARD TELEGRAM 4
FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES Q

75t7 2/159/2 7/L48

(ov,, .

.en'; 22nd mn, 19/"" S., 3t c r

Qt cret

I apprc7e
paragraphs 4 vnd 5 tb out

u lr

cn pr opeed
envingram.n
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INWARD TELEGRAM

TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE

Cypher (Q.T.P.)

FOR THE COLONIES

?o 6tO

(Gen. Sir A, Cunningham)

D. 13th
R. 13th

April, 19L48.
" 19,07 hrs.

-.. w.

No. 970 SBoret.

Your telegram No.Q 1338.

Future of British Nationgle.

Passport Office in continuing to refer
certain applications for Paestine endorscments
to the migration )epartment. An example ie
ar. LG. Western, whose application was referretd
to in Passport Office teleg'mA of 7th April and
supported by the Board oif Trade. I have no
objection to Western's proposed, visit, provided
he reports to the District Commissioner on arrival.
The c oneideration nntioned in y t elegram No.865
will, however, apply to all British subject a who
anter Palestine with official backing. You may
wish to consider impressing upon all departments
oo erned, the desirability of retlucing their
support for such applications, to oasea cxC' real
Imperial interest.
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No.4igff 2t0

Dr I-

Consolidated
Refineries Ltd.,
Britannic House,
Fin.bury Circus,
E. C.2.

fr32

3

,

C"
Gentlemen, ,

I am directed eta..to inform you thathe

has had under consideration the position of.

British women and children resident in Palestine

after 15th May and after 1st August next. As

you are aware, the mandate uider which H.M.

Government has been administering Palestine

expires on 15th May and the Government of

Palestine in its present form will then cease to

function. You are no doubt fully informed of

the present troubled state of Palestine and

there are no grounds for foreseeing an

improvement if there should not be a central

civil authority. On the contrary, it is to be

feared that conditions will worsen.

From 15th May to 31st July the G.O.C.

British Land Forces in Palestine will have

authority to exercise such powers as may be

necessary to ensure only (a) the safety of his

troops and (b) their evacuation.

From 1at August there will not be any of

H.M. Armed forces in Palestine.

You will be aware that the High

Commissioner in Palestine has advised all British

women and children to leave Palestine and has

offered facilities for them to do so before

15th April. He has further said that those who

]ave between 15th April and 15th May will be

given such facilities to leave as may exist but

that those who delay their departure until then

must be prepared to face discomfort and probably

hardship on the journey.

From 1st August Palestine will be for

British subjects a foreign country in which

there may not be any central authority which

could/
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could be held responsible by L.. Government

for the safety of the lives and property of

British subjects./)

Mr. Bevin, wh ie that y'ir refinery

?'~3 ~i~i C li~ uitC pll er flee~ lng

ympathises with those

of your staff whohave their faniilies with

them in Palestine and understands that some may
not be prepared to faee a second enforced

separation r them. ie feels strongly, however,
that all women and children would be well-advised

to leave Palestine forthwith and

have some opportunity to replace

embersj of your staff. who will not remain in

Palestine without their wives .and/or children.
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I 3e39/3260/31.

PO30mN OFFICE,

8.W.1.

Bath March 1948.

I a directed by Mr. Secretary Bevin to inform Eu
that he has had under consideration the position of British
women and children resident in Palestine after 15th May and after
1st August next. As you are aware, the mandate under which His
Majesty' a Government has been a&ninistering Palest ine expires on
15th May and the Government of Palestine in its present form will
then cease to funot ion. You are no doubt fully informed of the
present troubled state of Palestine and there are no grounds for
foreseeing an improvement if there should not be a central civil
authority. On the contrary, it is to be feared that conditions
will worsen.

2. Fran 15th May to 81st July the General Officer coninanding
British Land Forces in Palestine will have authority to exercise
such powers as ma be necessary to ensure only (a) the safety of
his troops and (b their evacuation.

3. From 1st August there will not be azy of His Majesty' s
Armed Forces in Palestine.

4. You will be aware that the High Oconissioner in Palestine
has advised all British women and children to leave Palestine and
offered facilities for them to do so before 15th April. Be has
further said that those who leave between 15th April and 18th May
will be given such facilities to leave as may exist but that those
who delay their departure until then must be prepared to face
discomfort and probably hardship on the journey.

5. From 1st August Palestine will be for British subjects
a foreign country in which there may not be any central authority
which could be held responsible by His Majesty s Government for the
safety of the lives and property of British subjects. His
Majesty'a Diplomatic and Consular representatives will of course
do everything possible to safeguard British lines and property but
in the circumstences likely to exist their powers of intervention
may in practice be severely limited.

6. Mr. Bevin sympathises with those of your staff who have
their families with them in Palestine and understands that some may
not be prepared to face a second enforced separation from them. He
feels strongly, however, that all women and children would be
well-advised to leave Palestine forthwith and therefore suggests
that, if you agree, you should take the necessary steps without
delay in order that you may have some opportunity to replace
members of your staff who will not remain in Palestine without their
wives and/or children.

I em,
Gent&en,

Your obedient Servant,

/Consolidated Refineries Limited,
Britannic House,

Finsbury Circus,
E.C.2.

/ A

Z'

r.:,

Qb

N

WI

0 C)
m m 0
- -o -o -

o ,-<

Sc G

-1 N D -

-C.')
C- - x

m 0 0
- z 0 -4

-40

0 -n G) v

0-4 D
0 x-v x
Z ('IS

0 C)

w r 0
r r1-1-
- -C
C*) -1

-I W

4

. '' NL

at;'' ; .'.;c

, r .".

.:,y

Qp NP I l'il AAn



9-

194b

E3 I

L

5
4250

AY1RI98J

Registry
Number

FROM

No.

f$+250/1260/31

Anglo
oil

Dated

Received
in Registry

2nd
5th

Iranian
Company

April
"f

L

_ - i
Lat P-aper.

References.

(Print.)

(How disposed of.)

v/ 1 .&

Y /

(Action
completed.)
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Next

o.

Future of British Women and Children in
S..

Refers Fore ign Office letter dated 25th March
(33839/1260/31) Have telegraphed to Mangger inHaifa requesting him to return to London for
cuneultation on the advice given by the ForeignOffice. Askd authority to show him contents of
letter and to authorise him to show same to Company'staff in Haifa on his return.

(Minutes.)

I have told Mr. Gass that wesee no objectionto his showing ou: lett: r to the Haifa Tana~-er andthat the latter can be authorised to convey the say: einformation to responsible members of his staff atiad The 1ifa . anager is apparel ntl y due tomorrow
in London.h,

7 h April, 194 8.
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IAN OrL
O aMtOPERS, 4 , O

0 ~co .tM ITE 'co

TELEPHONE:

CENTRAL 7422.

TELEGRAMS:

INLAND: ANGLIRANTELEX, LONDON.

FOREIGN: ANGLI RAN, LONDON.

OUR REFERENCE

Youm REFERENCt

The Under-Secretary of State,
Foreign Office,
London, S.W. 1.

COFIDT I.AL.

BRITANNIC HOUSE.

FINSBURY CIRCUS.

LONDON. E.C.2.

2nd April, 1948
S

I I~
t

5 ANR 1348
Sir,

We beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter
No. E.3839/1260/31 of 25th March 1948 in regard to the future
position in Palestine.

We have telegraphed to our Manager in Haifa
requesting him to return to London forthwith for consultation
of the position generally in Palestine and with particular
reference to the advice of the Secretary of State that all
women and children will be well advised to leave Palestine
immediately.

We shall be glad to have authority to show your
letter under reply to our Haifa Manager and to authorise him
to divulge the contents of the letter to our British Staff in
Haifa on his return. We contemplate that his visit to this
country should be of short duration only, as it is desirable
that he should return at the earliest possible date to put in
hand all necessary arrangements.

We have the honour to be Sir,

Your obedient Servants,

for ANGLO-IRANIAN OIL COMPANY LTD.

DIRECTOR
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'.A. Gass, Esq.,
Anglo-Iranian
Oil Company.
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Gass,

I write to confirm
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the position

referring

our t lephone

to your confidential

2 to the Foreign Office about

in Palestine.

This Department

objection to your showing

March 25 to your Haifa

in London or to the latter's

contents to responsible

would raise no

their letter of

Manager on his arrival

merabers

divulgring

of your

the

British

staff in Haifa.
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( q 42>/126x/31 )

d".l .1.

13th- pril,1948.

Confidential

~ae ' r.C ae,

I write to conf'irn our
telephone conversation referring
to your confidential letter of
jril 2nd to theY 'oreign :'fice

about the position in aleatino.

'hie epartrtent would raise
no objection to your showing
their letter of nrah 2 th to your
Haifa angerr on his arrival
in London or to the latter' s
divulging the contents to
responsible members of your
ritish staff in Ituifa.

(Sfr)
(J.. . Keith
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$4606/1260/31
e

A. Creech Jones
No. Colonial Secreta;

to Mr. Bevin
9th April

Dated 14th "
Received
in Registry

Future of British Sub.ects in Palestine
Discusses question of the Future of the Britishobjects in Palestine, and proposes that they shouldbe warned of the dangers of staying in the country.
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COLONIAL OFFICE,

CHURCH HOUSE

Q 0
,

CREAT SMITH STREET, S.W.1.

h April, 1948.

On 31st March the Defence Comittee agreed
that all British subjects in Palestine should be warned
of the dangers of staying in the country and that, while
they could not be forced to leave, they should be strongly
advised to do so as quickly as possible and told that
if they remained it would be at their own risk. I
undertook to enquire whether warnings on these lines had
already been issued and, if not, to ensure that they
were.

The position on 31st March was that members of
the coninercial coninunity in Palestine had already been
advised that, in making their plans for the futuresthey
should remember that H.M.G. could help in their departure
to a much greater extent now than later on, when the
possibility of practical assistance would steadily
diminish. They were advised further that they should
send their wives and children to the United Kingdom before
the end of April. Missionaries and members of allied
institutions were similarly advised through the Bishop in
Jerusalem. The oil companies were also advised that they
should arrange for families of their employees in Palestine
to leave the country.

I therefore telegraphed to the High Comnissioner
instructing him tissue a warning as desired by the
Defence Connittee, ,suggesting ' that there might be some
members of the Bri ish community, e.g. employees of the
refineries in Haifa, in whose case advice to leave the
country would be inappropriate, at any rate at this stage,
and that he must exercise his discretion regarding the
issue of a warning to these people. The High
Commissioner has replied (a) he assumes that the warning
should be given only to those British subjects whose
normal domicile is in the U.K.; (b) if an explicit
warning is conveyed to these persons, whether verbally or
otherwise, it will not be possible to exclude those who
may be in positions of imperial interest, such as the

/s taff
The R t. Hon. ernes t Bevin, M. P.
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4

staff of the Haifa Oil Refineries. He hassuggested that in the case of all such essential
persons the warning should be accompanied by anintimation that H.M.G., while in no way minimizing
the attendant risk, would be glad if they wouldremain at. their posts until the last possible
moment in the national interest. It would haveto be made clear that ,in thle event of their
remaining in response to this request H.M.G. wouldaccept responsibility for the evacuation of theindividuals concerned at a later date, shouldcircumstances in Palestine make this necessary,
and in the meantime accept responsibility for
their security.

As to (a) above, I think that the warning
should apply only to those whose normal domicile isnot in Palestine. As to (b), in view of the
importance of maintaining the operation 'of the oilrefineries as long as possible, I feel that thewarning must be modified in the sense suggested-by
the High Coninissioner

Before submitting for the approval of the
Prime Minister, I would like to know if you agree
with me on these two points. I am writing
similarly to Alexander.
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75872/159/27/48 Pal.
9th April, 1948.

Cn 31st March the Defence Conaittee agreedthat all British subjects in Palestine should be warnedof the dangers of staying in the country and that, whilethey o ou lcd not be forced to leave, they should be strongly
advised to do so as quickly as possible and told thatif they remained it would be at their own risk. Iundertook to enquire whether warnings on these lines hadalready been issued and, if not, to ensure that they
were.

The position on 31st March was that members ofthe cozercial comriunity in Pales tine had already beenadvised that, in making their plans for the future they
should remember that H.1.G. could help in their departure
to a much greater extent now than later on, when the
possibility of practical assistance would steadilydiminish. They were advised further that they should
send their wives and children to the United Kingdom before
the end of April. Missionaries and embers of allied
institutions were similarly advised through the Bishop inJerusalem. The oil companies were also advised that theyshould arrange for families of their employees in Palestin
to leove the country.

I therefore tel egra phed to the High Conaniss ioner
instructing him to issue a warning as desired by the
Defence Comiittee, suggesting that there might be some
members of the Bri tish conmunit.", e.g. employees of the
refineries in Haifs, in whose ase advice to leave the
country would be inappropriate, at any rate at this stage,
and that he lust exercise his discretion regarding the
issue of a warning to these people. The iigh
Coa~iss ioner has replied (a) he assumes that the warning
should be given only to those Brittsh subjects whose
norml domicile is in the U.K.; (b) if an explicit
warning is conveyed to these persons, whether verbally or
otherwise, it will :lot be possible to exclude those who
may be in positions of imperial interest, such as the

/staff
The R t. Hon. brnes t Bevin, M. P.

I ? '

.{ >~ y } f c,

* - - T. , ,:' " . "'+ < r t i.4"l s' - Vt ++.

., . A ~ V ~~ .. ,./ r 
" 9

'U

R k1

r= ,,

.C dit 
,

.1 '+ '

r.,-s %

ti{ r
t:tit

,,,
:'. , , ,.

.

~,..A ..:.X"

i 1 "

;

V

a j

~1

t9.

IA

... ,

t

-- .¢ m- r.e '" . y:

'

s

; :.
:::.

'+ Y/.1

w .-



Y-'rt 
v( 

i'
r 

~r. 1

E . '

"1~3 4 k .: Y"tt. ___ 4af

staff of the Hairs Cii Refineries He hassuggested that in the ease of all such essentalperacns the warning should be scormpanied by aninttinetion that H.J4.G., while in no way Windsigthe attendant risk, would be glad if they wouldremain at their posts until the last possiblemoment in the national in teres t. It would haveto be made clear that in the event o theirremaining in response to this request H.L.t. wouldaccept responsibility for the eVacuation of theindividuals concerned at a later date, shouldcircumstances in Palestine make thin necessary,and in the meantime accept responsibilityT fortheir security.

As to (a) abovc, I think t at the warningshould apply only to those whose norrrl dormioile isnot in Palestine. As to (b), in view of theimportance of maintaining the operation of the oilrefineries as long as possible, I feel that thewarning nust be modified in the sense suggested bythe High Conlaissioner

Before submitting for the approvalPrime Minister, I would like to know if youwith me on these two points. I ara writingSimilarly to Alexander.

(Sgd.)
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A. Screech Jones.
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et

(E 606/1260/31)

. . .1t.

(ae.14

Thart you for Tour letter of 9th April
cina; proposa l a to the manne: in which

a Waring Dshou1 be oureged to British

sub jecte in palestino of the d tgere of

staia l ri ountry/.

2. I agree with the line ofrbation

proposed in the penaltinnate paragraPh of

your letter and am sending a opyr of this
letter to the minister of o1ne.
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Great George
London,

Street,
S.W.1.

12th April, 1948.
Dear Arthur,

In your letter of 9th Aprilyou asked myoomlmnts on your proposed instruct ions to the Highmuumioner in regard to the warning to Britishsubjects in Palestine as to the dangers of theirstaying in the country.

As regards your
warning shaa&d apply
is not in Palestine.

first point, I
to hose whose

agree that the
normal domicile

On the question of modification of the warningin respect of those who may be in positions ofImperial interest, such as the staff of the Haifaoil refineries there is no doubt that apart fromhe good grounds there are for keeping importantinstallaio likce these going after 15th May andeven after 1st August, there will also be re -quiredthe continued services of a number of Ox-offlersof the Palestine administration to run essentialservices betwson 15th May and 1st August. Therewould be every advantage in all wives and childrenof mn who may stay behind for this purpose beingevacuated as early as possible. But as regards the
soope of the warning fr people in this ategory,it would surely be well for the High Conissioner

The Right Honourable A. breech Jones,
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to consult, on the one hand thle heads of thecaercial installations concerned (e.g. the Haifaoil ocpanies), and on the other hand he G.0.0.Palestine as to the minimum assistance he may desirefor running essential services up till lst August:you will remeberthat rarh 4 of hisAdministrative Istruct on D. O.(48) 26 - Annex II)gives him powers to employ temporarily officers ofte former Palestine Governme so far as these maybe essential to assist in the evacuation.

I am sending a copy of this letter to theForeign Secretary.

Yours sincerely,
c,

o o -

m-
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§o P S .I (G. Sir A. Cnningham)

R .. C5IS. -

Sent 17th April, 19148.

No. 1493 secret.

Your telegram No. 865. Future of Briti8h

na tonga. o baveconsultd my college Uac who egreethat

the wariug to British subjects to lcavea PaJ.o8tifl should.

be modified in the sense you suggest inthe case'7 sse nfl.

personlf@ in positions of imperial iante rost, It rnybe

made ear to those persons that ale La ea tY dovert

accept respousibl].ity for their evacuationlat 
aleeary dat!

should circumstances in Palestineaie thei secu*ry a

in the meantime accept responslblliVY for their securitY

as far as available resources permit.

The warning
subJects whose normal
Dominions naionalsa

should be confnO to those British
doicle is not in pa ntifcluded
it any, lotbeirOr beii

Copies sent to:

For ign ofice Mr. Beith.
War Offi c .Col. M.M. ChaZteriso

private Secretary, Foreign OffT Co t

Private 8ccretary, NO. 10 DowningS Stret,

Private Secretary, ministry o ef DInte fnol(i
private S cretar7, CommonWealth Relateons
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E"'.. 4669

Future of British Women and Children in
Nuber r E4669/1260/31 Palestine after May 1t

Refers Foreign Office letter E3839/1260/31 ofFROM 25th March, The Comapany's Haifa Ianager has arrivedN.A. Gaas in London, and discussions with him produced theNo. AnglO Iranian following conclusions, 1) It will not be possible
il3th April o erate the Haifa refinery from the time that the15th "r protection of British Forces is withdrawn. (2) AllDaed 1hBritish wives and families are being evacuated fromReceived Hfa, movement will be completed by 30th April

e(3)Company will thereafter cony inue to operate the
refinery for as long as protection is availablepe t  1w t ckl1a ducgl n,

Labe t. P
(Minutes.)

I have spoken to Mr. Mitchell of the Ministry ofFuel and Power about this letter, of which he hasoacopy- I pointed out that there ws which he has a
second paragraph where the Company sa slip in the
the 1st of August Palestine will be ay that "after

I am afraid this was a foreign country
letter on E 3839/1260/31 and that taken from our
not quite accurate. I- a tt 4iphras eused was

Mr.rMitchell asked me whether in the course ofthis correspondence the Foreign Office have nowinformed the Oil Companies that the G.O.Cavexpeteot
be able to afford protection to the installationsead tolong as British troops were in Haifa. I odhmtatI thought it best not to make suchaf- I told him that
writing, since whit theGmO.C. could tatementin
be subject to the exigencies of withdrawalwou always
War Office would not wish to band hmtogetyh ThG.O.C. had specificallysbeeo bnd him too greatly. The
Directive and I thica a ben given a free hand in hisDefor tve anIstryFuthat the most we could do wouldbe for the Ministry 6f Fuel and Power to ifor hAnglo-Iranian Oil Company in confidence inform the
military authorities were reasonably s that the
to afford protection until their Withdraw of being able

As regards the final paragraph of this letter, itis worth noting, that according to a recent repr froPalestine the Refinery has ceased to operet repor t from
last few days owing to the defection of the Arabworkers. I doubt if we shall see much the rab
from it during the present year. more production

- ol45th April,194
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TELEPHONE:

CENTRAL 7422.
TELEGRAMS:

INLAND: ANGLIRANTELEX, LONDON.

FOREIGN: ANGLIRANLONDON.

r

jiE.4 9 .

YOUR REuERENCR

The Under-Secretary of State,
Foreign Office,
London, S.W. 1.

CONFIDENT I AL.

K
BRITANNIC HOUSE.

FINSBURY CIRCUS.

LONDON. E. C. 2.

13th April, 1948.M'1

Sir,

We beg to refer to your letter E 3839/1260/31
of 25th March and our interim reply of 2nd April 1948.
We have now discussed the situation with our Manager in Haifa
who arrived in London for consultation on 8th April 1948.

In the face of the fear expressed by you that
conditions will worsen and of your intimation that after the
15th May the General Officer Commanding in Palestine will no
longer have powers to ensure the protection of our Staff, and
furthermore that after the 1st August Palestine will be a
foreign country in which there may not be any Central Authority
which could be held responsible by His Majesty's Government for
the safety of the lives and property of British subjects; and
in view of the conditions prevailing in Palestine we have
reached the conclusion that it will not be possible to operate
the Haifa Refinery from the time that the protection of British
Forces is withdrawn.

In the meantime all British wives and families are
being evacuated from Haifa to Cyprus or elsewhere and this
movement will be completed by 30th April. Thereafter, we
shall continue to operate the Refinery for as long as protection
by British Forces is available, and petroleum stocks in the
Refinery tankage will be reduced to the minimum required for
whatever scale of operations may be possible. When it becomes
necessary to shut down the Refinery, the British Staff will be
withdrawn.

We have the honour to be, Sir,

Your obedient Servants,

for ANGLO-IRANIAN OIL COMPANY LTD.

DIRECTOR)
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Regisry j E4922/1260/31

FROM

No.
Lord Listowel

Colonial Office

Dated Communicated.
Received
in Registry 1 21st April

EE ..4
21 ~r

1

.- n.... ... v V .
Transmits copy of Minute do the Prime Minister
by Load Listowel dated 16th April, dealing with
the future and safety of all British Sub jects in
Palestine.
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1oibi lity oi the evacuation of the
Indlvicuals cone orned at a later date, abould
cicjuntmnces in Pal Stine make this necessary,

md in the me'antine accept =esponsibility for
their security.

a to (a) above the Colonial ecretary
f "oed that the warning ould apply only to
'hose whose normal donicile is not in Palestine.
.s to (b) in vie w of the importance of iain-
taing tie o ration of the oil efinerie as
long as posiiile he felt that the warning nust
be modified in the sense suggested by the h
onmissionr. Ie therefore consulted the Forcign
ecretary and the "inister of 2 efence vho have

agreed with his view.

I th before seek our a.roval of the
Hid ( orinissioner's proposals. I am Lcnding a
copy of this minute, for their iniorr nation, to
the Foreign ecretaxy the 'minister of defence
anc1 the cre tary of 'tate for fomonwoalth
e lations.

irNiT'A tLE5 .

16th April,
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Registry
Number

FROM

No.

Dated

Received
in Registry }

I
85037/1260/31

Foreign Office
G. D. Spinney

19th
23rd

April
*

Last Paper

L. 27L

Refrenoe

(Print)

(Hew dliMgd of)

'A4W4 l?/

(Action_

Next Paper

/7

I

13_ -
Cable and Wire ess;

1: .. 03

23 WiR

in Plestine.
Gives record of meeting helA on the 19th April
regarding the .future of Establishments of Cable
and Wireless now in Palestine.

I.aI

(Minutes.)
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Minutes

Record of a Meeting hela at tne Foreign Office
on the L9tn Ayril: Establishments of Cable

aria Vire.less in Palestine.

'the follo!,ing vere present:

Mr. G.D. Spinney
Mr. H. To r: n snefna
Mr. Sbarp
Mrs. Mitcnell
Mr. Hull
Mr. Hignam
Mr. Inners
Mr. Chaplin
Mr. b eith

Forei g n Oifice
Post Office
Post Office
post Office
Colonial Office
Colonial Office
Ca le & Yireless
Caole & Vireless
Foreign Office

Cable ana ireless Lta. naa received, on
the 17tn aril, a message from tneir station
at Jerusalem to tne effect that the military
autnorities hnaa xrnea tneir staff that their
safety coulc no longer cie guaranteed, that
no further reliance coula be place on promise
of safety made y either Jews or amin Arabs,
ana that it rwoul De advisaole to evacuate
tne staff to Egypt or Transjoraan. Tne mii-
tary authorities could provide transport to
move the staff ana equipment to either coun-
try at any time up to tne 1st May, i' given
reasonable notice. A similar message was
later received from Haifa.

. It iwus aareen that tne questionss of the
Jerusalem station ana tne Haifa station should
be considered separately, anu that the future
of tne Jerusalem installation was tne most
pressing uestion. The equipment there con-
sisted of a moLile transmitter ( 1Blue Train")
tnicn couLa fairly easily be moveu and set
up elsewnere. Unless it vere intended to
evacuate the staff and e.uipwent to the United
Lingdom, anu to aclanaon all thought of tneir
eventual return, there oula e no object in
removing them to Egypt. In Transjordan, on
tne other hana, tne trane.>iitter coulia e
used to provide an emergency link itn the
Cable ariacireless system, via Cyprus or
pos.s:,Ly the United Kingdcom direct.

. It was agreed tnat the most satisfactory
solution tiouldu e to tag.e advantage of the
offer of military transport aria to move the
Jerusalem staff arna equipment to TransJordan,
proviaea taiat the consent of tne Transjordan
authorities could ye obtained. The Foreign
Office undertooK to request H.M. Represen-
tative at Amman to approach the Transjordan
Government in order to ootain permission to
establish the transmitter in Transjordan
territory as a temporary ana emergency
measure.

4. From the point of viewv of H.M. Govern-
ment, this course of action na the advantage
of asuring communications v.itn Transjordan;
since nearly all lana-lines to tnat country
pass through Jerusalem, tnere is some likeli-
nooa of tneir ueing cut or seiea. For tne
same reason, it :as tnougnt probable that

the
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Minutes

Sm

the Government of Transjordan would see
every advantage in allovJing tie temporary
installation of tne mooiie transmitter.

5. The future of tne Haifa establishment,
whicn consisted cniefly of caole-neads, vas
less urgent, and no aecision coula ye
reached until more accurate information vas
receiftdd .about the loca. s.Ltuation ana
tne degree of military protection u.nicn
would be available. Other Britisn con-
cerns such as tne oi. insta.Llation and the
banks vou la presumably be kept in opera-
tion under military protection, possibly
within a military zone, and it might be
desirable to maintain the communication
facilities provided Dy Cable aria Vireless,
those Palestine representative would keep
thee informed of developments.

6s The Cable una tireless station at
Jaffa had a small wireless transmitter
which Would be left in the hangs of the
Arab staff there. A similar transmitter,
which vas to have veen flovn to Haifa as
an emergency stand-by, would be diverted
to the Tel-Aviv station and left in the
hands of the Jevisn staff there.

G.D. Spinney
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.D.S.

Draft.

H.M. R .,

Telegram.

N o. .... 3 i......................

(Date) . .... ..)..

Repeat to:_

JERUS EM.
No .............

Da ed............

B.M.E.0. , .
No...... .. ....
Dated. ..........

Cyxx.
Cypher.

Distribution :

Departmental
No.,2--

Copies to :

11
1

d 2Z

'ms

_ 

_ .q

M.

- -I __ _ _ __ _

SECRET.

Addressed o Amman telegram .
Repeated Jerusalemand B.M.E.O.

or in ormation

Cable and Wid.ess, L e',u't

Jerusalem have been warned by military

authorities that safety of their staff can no

longer be guaranteed and have been advised to

evacuate to Transjordanlt. Army is prepared to

transport staff and their mobile transmitter

if requested before May 1st to do so.

2. We are in favour of this move which

should also commend itself to Transjordan

Government. Present communications with Amman

pass through Jerusalem and are likely to be cut.

Proposed evacuation would provide wireless

telegraphy link with entire Cable and Wireless

system via Cyprus or United KiOdom. 1

3.f oc rocIW o4h erf(4 rpnt L~ ~

with request that permission

be granted for temporary establishment of

transmitter on Tran-sjrdanite territory.
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[This telegram is of particular seoreoy and should beretained by the authorised recipient and not passed on]

Cypher/OTp

Secret

FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO AMMAN

f ril,1948 D. 2.26 p.m. 20th April, 1948
Repeated tot Jerusalem

British Middle East Office No. 315

Addressed to mar tele am No. 231 of April 20threpeated or inox's.on to erus au n x~iEast Offia..

Cable and Wireless Limited Jerusalem have been warnedby military authorities that safety of their staff a anolonger be guaranteed and have been advised to evaluate toTrans jordan. Army is prepared to transport staff and theirmobile transmitter if requested before May lst to do th@
2. We are in favour of this move which should alsocommend itself to Transjordan Government. Presentoomuniations with Amman pass through Jerusalem and arelikely to be cut. Proposed evacuation would providewireless telegraphy link with entire Cable and Wirelesssystem via Cyprus or United Kingdom.

3. If you see no objection please approach Transiordanauthorities with request that permission be granted fortemporary establishment of transmitter on Transjordanterritory.

4. Grateful for early reply.
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INWARD TELEGRAM.

TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES.

Cypher (O.T. P,)

PROM PALE8TINS (Gen. Sir A. Cunningham)

D. 22nd April, 1948.
R. 23rd " S 02.00 lira.

Secret,

Addressed to the Seoretary of State.

Repeated Amman No.1133.
B.,M.0,No. 58.
UKDEL,

New York No.1L34 (Washington please paa&)

Your telegram No.1544 coitaining c Foeeig .n o.Cf.ice
telegram No,231 to Amman, not repeated to UkDEL

Move of Cable and Wireless to Amiin.

I should have liked to be consulted on thi~ miatter
which has been under discussion here forsooe time. At the
time of move TELECOMMUNICATIONs from Jru;aoam will be
cut for at least two days unless wirels i:rk with Haifa
now being tried out can be established. This° link ;;ith
Haifa and later with Amman would suffice c c arry Govemint
traffic only, so that press and other messages fom
Jerusalem would not be handled or only with gratdolay.
Police wireless .net is already overloaded~c aiina~otamost all
land lines are out of operation. A. M cannor ai sa
their signals unit is now Split boeen :xrus< om ond Ur,.-

2, Impo:'tance of cutting out JusAl m tro:.;
communication with the outside world in four Jy& t-u
should be recognized, particularly a this sage,

Distributed to:-
R0243
Secretary of State
P0S. to Ministor of State
Sir T:: Lloyd
Mr. Res-Williams
Sir So Caine
Sir C. Jeffries

M. 

A.

Mr.
Mr.

Mr.
tr.

General Post Office
Foreign

Holdn

Qu tch

SHo lmer

Bigg Mr. Hall.
Townshend.
R.D. f3pinney.
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1948

U
28 AP1I4U

Registry 35312/1260/31
Number

FROM

No.

Mr. Mitchell
General Post Off

21409/45

Dated to=U r.

Received )l22nd
in Registry 1 28th

Last Paper

References

(Print)

(Now disposed of)

(Action
completed)

Spinney
April

"n

Palest ine, Cable and Wireles,

Refers to meeting at which posit ion of Cable and
Wireless Ltd. in Palestine was discussed. In view
of a recent announcement that the British Government
Lce will accept no responsibility for non-resident
British suujects remaining in Palestine, Cable and
Wireless have asked for an assurance that arrange .enti
will be made with the British Military authorities
for the evacuation of members of Cable and Wireless
mobile staff who remain in Haifa until the with-
drawal of British feces is completed.
Asks whether this assurance may be given.

(Minutes.)
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Tele one: HEADQUARTERS 1234
Extn.: 4 3o

Telegrams: Gentel Cent London

P.O. Reference 21409/45
Your Reference

Dear Mr. Spinney,

OVERSEAS TELECOMMUNICATIONS
DEPARTMENT,

GENERAL POST OFFICE,

5 E I 5 24LONDON, E.C.I.

Sril,1948.

You will remember that at the meeting; last Monday at which
the position of Cable and Wireless Ltd., in Palestine was discussed,
it was agreed that the Company should continue to operate in Haifa
for as long as possible while British Forces remain there.

In view of a recent announcement that the British
government will accept no responsibility for nn-resident British
subjects remaining in Palestine, Cable and Wireless have asked
for an assurance that arrangements will be made with the British
Military Authorities for the evacuation of members of Cable and
Wireless mobile staff who remain in Haifa until the withdrawal of
our Forces is completed.

I should be glad to know whether we may give the Coimany
this assurance.

I am sending copies of, this letter to %r. Wester and
Mr. Hall (Colonial Office).

Yours sincerely,

G.D.Spinney Esj.,
FOrEIGN OFFICEE.
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1948

Registry
Number

t E5402/1260/31

TELEGRAM FROM

Sir A. Kirkbride
(AMi)

241 SecretDated 23.4.48.
Received
in Registry 29.4.48.

E

LRepeated to B.L.]B.O. and Jerusalem.
Refers to Foreign Office telegram No. 231 (5037/1260/3
Transajordan Government would welcome presence of aable and Wireless Mobile Unit in Arrman and request
hat unit should establish itself here as soon as
pos sib le.

r 1

!9 MR 194/

Last Paper. f (Mn'tt.)

R eferences.

(Print.)

f/?i2.

( I 1 J )lt1t I*1.)

I /,

Next i

r 4 3

t

Mr. Spinney of the General Department has in-formed Cable and Jireless of this reply fromthTransjordan Government and the Comuany argthe
ahead wi theie -omay are goingtheir arrangements to move the "bluetraidj" to Transjordan. In deference to requestsfrom journalists and broadcasting associationsthe Government of Palestine have arranged forCable and direless to w.eave a communications linkin Jerusalem until May 6th and the "blue train"will move about that date.

Mr. Spinney has also asked Cable and direlessto see that their people in Transjordan keep aclose watch for any messages from 'deru salem whichmay require retransmission, since it is possiblethat the means of comrunicationd eft in Jeusaiemafter flay 6th will not achieve direct contact withLondon.
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[This tele am is of particular sear
retained bythe authorised recipien

Cyph er/OTP

FROM ALWAN TO FOREIGN

Sir A. Kirkbride
No. 241
April 25rd,1948.

Repeated

D. 2.44 p.m.
R. 5.55 p.m.

April
April

25rd,1948.
25rd,1948.

IWDEDIATE
SECRET

Addressed
April 23rd,
East Office

to F oreign Office
repea ted
and Jeru

for infrmatien
salem.

Your telegram NO.

9~AP~t,
r4

telegram No. 241
to British Middle

,0

251.

Trans jordan Government would welcome
a Cable and Wireless Mobile Unit in Amman
that unit should establish itself here as

ass3S

presence of
and request
soon as possible.

a f

i

;29 APR. 948)
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OFFICE

to British Miiddle East Office and Jerusales

m c m 0
C, -I'D- U
o Z -

S-v 0

m1-m-4

) - - x

-10
1 000)~
0-m c-
Z D

C- Z

I-<
n, -4

= O

S mI

,r --

4JW W -- -- - - -

1

,54C



E s

f
r *.5

?9 AP21JJ
JI "

NReisr }E5403/1260/31

FROM Mr. Jones
(U.s. Embassy)
No. Lr. Burrows.

tp

Dated 2 3.4.48.
Received
in Registry 29.4.48.

Last Paper

I, '2/7 Jf

(Print)

(Hew disposed of)

(Action
completed)

(Inds

removal of Cable and wirelesss equipment from
Jerusalem.
Gives the text of a telegram dated 22nd April
from the State Department regarding the above.
Wishes to know whe..---- the Foreign Ofeice are
ready to discuss this matter.

(Minutes.)
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Minutes.

Please see attached letter which has
been followed during to-day by telephone calls
urging us to do something about the problem. In
your absence and in discussion with Mr. Balfour
amd Mr. Jones (United States Embassy) it was
suggested that a Technical Sub-Committee might
be asked urgently to see what we could possibly
do in the circumstances to help.

The C.B.S. correspondents tell me that
all the correspondents appear to be staying on
in Palestine. One of the C.B.S. Vice-Presidents,
Mr. Davidson Taylor, is now in London, having
just arrived from Palestine. According to him,
there are two or three small power transmitters
available which could be used for ":oice casts".

possible
networks

I think we should do all that is
to help the B.B. . and the American
to get their news out of Palestine.

27th Aril, 1948.

Ylq C. Le VI i Nir-t

(st'r

C--I4) 1z-

11iL-I

r

0O

9 A _

AAA J~4-.- ~ -AvS

A4 cf

b..

C

.a0

e

z

A- 1 ~

r",c n
n) -4
o

v c

n-

-z 
0

7 n
iO

'-C

-1

:0
1-4
I0
1CG

1-D

Iz

0
-4

-4
0

m

-o

-v
c
m

r)

h O
AC

I D

S-u

.-C

-4

w
-. s
+

as
oc

cJt

'

r OL.. .Va 1 fi i.."a.-

Jcr

co'. (L. )L.

/Y



,& 47-,
Y-. 10) / A

A9RICAI IBASST

1 Grosvenor Square,
London, 1.1.

April 23, 1948.

BESTRI CTZD

Dear Bernard:

We have received a telegram dated April 22, from the Department

of State reading as follows:

'The Department has been informed that Cable and Wireless
plans the removal of its radio equipment from Jerusalem by May

15. If these plans are carried out there will be no reliable
communication available after that date. Cutting off the Jer-

usalem and Palestine area from adequate communication with the

outside world during critical period of intense world interest
would be very hazardous from general security standpoint and

leave the world without accurate information on what was hap'
opening. The Department is endeavoring to augment radio facil-
ities at the American Consu3ATerusalem but is highly doubtful

this can be done by May 15 antll be inadequate in any event.

Maintaining international communications with Palestigf jigon-

sidered essential. Please advise the foreign Office/and urge

the foreign Office to take immediate steps to have Cable and

Wireless continue the operation of its Jerusalem station until

reliable communications can be otherwise provided."

I hope that you will let me know as soon as you are ready to talk

about the foregoing.

With best wishes,

Sincerely yours,

Bernard Burrows, Esquire,
Head, Zastern Department,

Department of State.
Washington, D.C.
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57
INWARD TELEGRAM

TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THI4&ONIES

r'4Q3 /UO f

cJypher (O. T.P.)

PiRo PEAMaSTINE (Gen. L31r A. Cunnngba)

22.40 ra.. 2"

INDEXa

to. i s03 3ecEtet .

Addressed to S, cf tS
Repeated to Washington, No. 286.

U. L~ Delegation, No. 1155 (washington
please pass)n

SAmman,. :rNo. 1154,
"' BM.E.O. Cairo9 No. 10,

My elengr No. '085.

Telomunictio 8r

It has t been po8ible to establish wireleate
Tinir with Cable aid Wire3Jcas at Uaita ainee their unit hap

'e overuns in the present disturbancOB. I am endavou r.x.

to brange r JeIralem urit to remain here operating; wob.
yet only f. 2th.Apri Lv which would mean that .they wttL'A

r not mov =ti lu:ran til i late r 0

29
29th April

As a lreiay reipor:ted, Lydda airport may close
1o you i.c contemplate air mail to Palestine easing

3 ince ;boeve eas drafted, it has been arranged thei
Jeruealem unt wil. sematn here temporarily and mope to
Amman ju1; betor t 6h Majo I hope that Foreign Offtie uit
will be in use for Government messages within few dals but
see no way of avoiding 2 daya break in press traffit while

Cable an3 Wireless moYe.

Copies sent to:-
GreP.gO
PQri.l )fi c

Mr. Townshed.
Mr. R.D. Spinner.
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OUTWARD TELEGRAM

4
FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES
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NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY, INC,
A R RVICU OF RADIO CORPORATION OF A1 URICA

43 BERKELEY SQLUARE

LONDON, W. 2.'
p 7 (/ZO 3;g

M ,RRILL 1'ILL"R
23rd April, 1948. GRO-VENOR 3150

(iRONVENOR 1905

Dear Rids, INDEXES@

The BBC and the undersigned have received an appeal by identicaltelegrams, from our respective correspondents in the area, to urgethe early inauguration of some form of British-operated service fromJerusalem to replace the commercially operated Cable & Wireless systemwhich is withdrawing May 1st next.

In our view, and the view of our correspondents in the area, it isvitally important that communications for press and radio be maintainedfrom Jerusalem after May let, and after the expiry of the mandate andwithdrawal of British forces. This is as vital to Britain as to othercountries in the world. Our correspondents have suggested a systemwhereby such communication can be maintained by utilizing British equip-ment and technical personnel already on the spot, provided the BritishForeign Office cooperates.

Our identical cables state that press and radio correspondentsin Jerusalem area are making arrangements locally to relay the signal ofa new British transmitter via Amman to London and the United States.They describe this new transmitter, an 1399 in Army parlance, as "beloning to the British Community". We believe it is that allocated toSir Hugh Dow. The transmitter and a British technician are already onthe spot, but its operation depends on a frequency allocation from theForeign Office which the technician tells our correspondents he is nowawaiting.

The Jerusalem correspondents (Anglo-American), if the ForeignOffice approves a policy permitting them to use this transmitter, intendto broadcast news, and send morse copy, to our respective countries onspecified daily periods of time allocated to press and radio. Thesignal of this small transmitter would easily carry the local distanceto Amman where the Cable & Wireless operated "Blue Train" will later belocated. This "Blue Train" is an Army mobile transmitter that is largeand cumbersome and is being withdrawn for safety. But its new locatioAmman, indicates it is intended to service such British radio facilitiesas remain in Jerusalem after Cable & Wireless's withdrawal. The "BlueTrain's" power is such that it would greatly boost the signal of the1399 from Jerusalem, and this suggested relay system is the only meansof maintaining direct communication with Jerusalem.
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NONAL M COMPANY, INC. 
PosLcSO.

2

We understand that Mr. Barker, slitor of the Foreign NewsDivision of the BBC, has already dcoussed this verbally with youand with Mr. Orchard, the Communications Expert of the ForeignOf fice.

Could you please use your good offices to expedite theallocation of the frequency mentioned above, and the policy ofallowing this transmitter for press and radio use. You willunderstand it takes some time to synohronise a radio..relq systemfrom new locations and several da' test will bi required beforeboth the 1399 and the 'Blue Train will be in faultless, usableoperation.

Please advise at your earliest opportunity and call upon usat any time for any possible assistance we mq be able to render.

Yours sincerely,

Allan Jackson,
Columbia Broadcasting System, Inc.

errill Mueller
National cat ig Co., Inc

copy to Mr. Barker, BBC Foreign News.°*

Mr. Win. Ridadale,
Foreign Office,8
Whitehall, 8.1.1.
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THE

MEMORANDUM FROM

April 26, 1948.

I wonder whether you care to mention to the Foreign Office

the fact that everything points to our correspondence from
Palestine being interrupted very soon. The Cable and hire-
less people have apparently decided not to leave their

installation in Palestine to be seized by Jews or Arabs.
Caminada is determined to remain as long as he can.

An 505 from the correspondents has gone to the NPA, but the

question remains whether the foreign Office is inclined to

take up the question of press interests with Dow, the U.k.

representative in Jerusalem. It might be helpful if the
seriousness of an interruption of news from Palestine were
mentioned to the F.O.

TIMES

Copy to the Editor.

/2. ;/

to Mr. McDonald.
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425821

ONE TI}E PAD

Recd. 30 Apr '48.

D. T.O. 291230 B Apr.

From:- C. in C. MELF.

To:- The War Office.

Th IATE.

RESTRICT. R/71 975.

For D.D.P.J. from D.D.P.R. Ref your PR(Co-ord) (B) iO0/MISC/1 8 35

of 27 Apr.

One. Under stand iG Jerusalem endeavouring arrange cable and vELz-ess

link stays Jerusalem till 6 iay with blue train moving to Anman about that

-issible from Arnan to jeri gj if not Jerusalem.

eaparat.Savailable 
sole use of press messages.

ree. NSigns have 
put one 3CR 399 wireless set at disposal civil

2n Jerusalem for civil erergencY. Haifa for

Four. One 3CR 399 has been installed 
in militarY compound

cable and wireless for civil emergency.

vssubarincable Haifa fully guarded un

Five. Cable and vrirelesssuarn

final military ithdraal.

Six. Suggest NPA approach PM through Colonial office

assist in staffing two sets mentioned in pares three and four.

Seven. Sigs Directorate has 
full details crevring SCR 399.

l regrets unable assist further.

Eight. C so has fully explored l(re

Neissage Control.

DistributionbyDDPR.

Copies to:- DD Sigs (Weapons).
DD Sig Telecotamfunication).
Foeigs office (News Division - Mr Price).

Colon* al Office (Miiale East Division - Mr Matheson.

/ Q7J

cc

ov O

1 - r 0

"'I(00
- V1

A- S0-

-10O

z a.
0-4 D -

0 A u
C- Z

--- C

=5YO

l 3

?



4

948

Registry
Number E5775/1260/ 31

FROMMr
Eubas. yt) to

No.

Dated

Received
in Registry

Jones(U.s.
Mir Beith

28.4.48.
u...48.E

Last Paper

References

(Print)

(New disposed of

(Action (Inde
completed)

Next Paper

S-7 i1

r,

E 1

$MPY Ms4J

Broadcast tiigequrment in Jerusalem
]nc1oses ieorandurm drawn up as the result of a
convec..ation between Mr . iiaclntyre and Mir Taylor,
Vice Presidknt o2 theC Colu.ubia Broad-casting
Corporation, suggesting tht i ighit be use ful
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AMaRICAN UBASST
London, W.1.

April 28,

MPY 1948

1948.

RESTRICTiD

Dear John:

Bill MacIntyre, our Telecommunications Attache, had a long
talk last night with Mr. Taylor, Tice President of Colimbia Broad-
casting Corp. Mr. Taylor left Jerusalsm on Aprill 23, and appears
to be very knowledgeable. Bill made the enclosed memorandta of
conversation with the thought that it might be useful to you as
background for our meeting at 3:30 p.m. April 29. It seems possible
that the "Mr. Jordan" mentioned in paragraph 3 of the memorandum
might also have some information.

Bill made it clear to Mr. Taylor that this abassy has as yet
received no instructions to take up with the foreign Office assist-
ance to Journalists and broadcasters, and that in discussing the
matter with Mr. Taylor his only purpose was to elicit farther in-
formation which might be of use to the Foreign Office.

With best wishes.
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RETRIOTED

1. The

a.

U.S. broadasters in Jerusalem are rated as three good ment

Farnsworth Fowle, CBS; ezperieneed en near-east affairs;
Rhodes scholar, Exeter College

b. John Denevan, NBC

S. Richard Williams, BBC; accompanied by Angell, his engineer

2. The Jewish Agency has no facilities to transit out of Jerusalem -

but they would seem to like to have some. Walter Leurie, the

Hagenah cemaamisations man, told CM that he had nothing to

offer but that if he could track down any transmitters (see

below), he would try to capture them.

5. The British civilians who must remain behind will h ave to provide

their own security, and their own oonamnications outlet. They

have employed a British citizen who worked for the Palestine

electric light company to set up the oommunications for them.

Mr. Jordan, of the Foreign Office, made the arrangements for

them; he is now in London - was at Strand Palab.

4. The No. 19 transmitter is a police control type, local range

only - perhaps 10 to 20 miles. These are 5 of these, which

will be installed as follows:

1 in the residence of the British representative at
Damasous Gate (very easy to capture)

1 in St. Georges Cathedral (Anglican) and the Cathedral close.
This is where the British will be housed. Also 10 US
oorrespondents, if they desire it.

1 in St. Andrews Hospital

2 undecided as of 4/24/48

5. Also in the residence of the British representative at Damascus

Gate will be 2 No. 599 transmitters. This is a US made set,

possibly RCA. Short Wave. About 500 w. output. Can have as

power supply a generator driven by a jeep motor - which, using

95 gals/day, introduces the gasoline supply problem.

The 2 N. 599 can be set up this way: -

a. I will be set up and usedsfor British communications with

the outside world, principally for service messages. This

is Morse code, manual key transmission. No voice trans-

mission. Correspondents have been promised one pooled
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RERIC?

-2.

message of 200 - 500 words/day. FREQUENCY ASSIGNMNT IS

REQ JIRD.

b. 1 could be used for voice transmission, and would be operated

only at specified time for news breadoast. 11:45 AM to 12 noon

with repeat 12 noon to 12:15 (G(T!). FREQUENCY ASSIGNMENT IS

REQUIRED.

6. If voice transmission of 5 (b) can be worked out, there are 5

possibilities of .pickup and "live" relays

a. At Aman, via C&W's "Blue Train" mobile equipment, thence to

London & New York. However, the question of Arab censorship

arises. Also, there is no assurance that the Blue Train will

ever get into operation at Amman - capture by Arabs.

b. At Cypreuss via C&W transmitters to London

c. Rome

d, Cairo - but would be subject to Arab censorship

e. Ankara, where there are two 20 KW transmitters. The engineer

(#3 above) feels that, all conditions being favorable, the

No. 399 could reach London with voice transmission - but

this is probably optomistic.

7. In the US Consulate in Jerusalem there is a No. 399 transmitter

and one operator. These are Morse transmissions only (no voice)
(cipher)

and all must be in/code. (Dep't. regs?) Transmissions are one

morning hour, and one afternoon hour, to Teheran. At Teheran

they pick up a transmitter to Washington direct.

The Consul-General has offered the US correspondents a pooled

message of 200 - 400 words/day but, since it would be enciphered,

the submitted message would have to be paraphrased.

(Is this a true-statement?)

8. At Ramallah thuse is a medium wave transmitter of the Palestine

broadcast service. Arabs now control this point. It is possible -

rather remote - that this station could be monitored outside.

9. The transmitters of the Palestine police force are too small

to reach beyond Palestine.

10. At Haifa, C&W was building a transmitter to carry voice beyond

Palestine. Construction was stopped on 4-22-48. It would
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RESTRICTED

-3.

require a long time - possibly some months - to complete this

ins talla ti on.

11. At Tel Aviv, there is a small medium wave transmitter, property

of the Hagenah, which will work as far as Jerusalem.

12. R.C.A.C. hopes to start installing a communications transmitter

in Jerusalem, starting work about June 15.

13. There is a radio amateur in Tel Aviv who is in constant ooimu-

nication with another radio amateur in New York. But the U8

(FCC) laws operate against possibility of using this channel.

Besides, Jewish censorship.
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Comn...ications from Jerusalcn
Records eeting; wich was held in the FOi~ei
Office o_ April 9th, at which Li± Lewis Jones and.
big iacIntyre of the U.S. Embassy were present
toge :er wit lair Price , Lir Tio. .au and Lir Spinney
Attaches le: :er to Colonial Of.Xice co taining draft

of telegram to Jerubahem
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No.

Top Secret.
Secret.

Confidential.

Restricted.

Open.

Draft. TELEGRAM
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2. de understand that local correspondents

are making arrangements to serve whatever

transmitting facilities may be available

to ttzem and this seems to be a reasonable

arrangement. Diplomatic wireless set to

be used by the Consulate will not be

available ror press messages and we shall

be glad if you will do your best in co-

operatiOg with tie military authorities

to enable correspondents to continue sending

their messages. It is important that

American correspondernts should be allowed

to share any facilities ri tih

correspondents/

Colonial Office.
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To:
High Commissioner
Jerusalem.

Telegram PR J from C. in C.

Middle East so the afar Office dated April

29th states that after Cable and wireless mo

to.Trans jordan on May 6th no army -pparatua
t 4M4 - l
or the sole use of press messages, but

that one SCR 399 wireless set will be at

the disposal "of civiferusaiem for civil

emergency" and that a similar set has been

installed in the military compound at

Haifa.
i



correspondentsa4iA.j

3 ,P ease inform Beaumont

wie recognise

difficult

that position

but hope that

for his guidance

will be extremely

a news back out

can be avoided.
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Minutes.

7ri
M. Jdi/

Communications fromJerus L lem ;,,,

A meeting was held in my room in the
Foreign Office on April 29th at which the
following were present: Mr. Lewis Jones
and Mr. MacIntyre of the American Embassy,
Mr. Price of the News Department, Mr. Thomas
of the Communications Department and Mr.
Spinney of the General Department.

de dealt first with the question of
official communications from Jerusalem.
Mr. Thomas explained briefly what we were
doing in the ,ay of a diplomatic wireless
installation and we made it clear to the
representatives of the American Embassy that
this link would not be available i'or press
messages in the same way as tie Ambassy
suggested that their Consulate set might be.
The difficulties were, briefly, the fact that
a flood of press messages always coincided
with a period of stress when the official link
was crowded out by Government traffic and ter

distributing "pooled messages"
at the other end.

Passing on to the question of separate
facilities for press nd broadcasting, we
made it clear to the rnerican embassy that
we wanted to do our best to help within the
limits of the equipment and manpower available
in Jerusalem. I explained that there was
no question or Cable and dfireless representa-
tives retraining on in Jerusalem after May
6th ( she aate of taeir departure having been
extended by about a week). There seemed
however to be a good chance that the local
correspondents would make their own arrange-
ments about staffing transmitters and that
our military authorities would be able to
help them out over equipment.
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Since this rMeeting Mr. trice has been in
close touch with Brigadier Cross of the dar
Office Public Relations Department, who has e
Magde produced the attached message from
the C. in C. Middle East. ThLs uessage is
rather vague end I think we should now get
the Colonial office to send a telegram to
Jerusalem on the lines of the attached draft.

the
the
at

I am
draft
Coloni

the iar

sending copies of this minute and
to Mr. Mathieson and Mr. Hall of
al U fice and to Brigadier Cross
office.

(J.u.3. Beith)
3rd may, 1948.
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OUTWARD TELEGRAM

0w
FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES rd1. 2

I

Code

T AT (ae. Sir A. Cunningbam)

Bent 4th Iay, 1948,v 16.45 bra.

o. 1820 Restricted.

Telegrwm PR/71975 from C in C., Middle cast to
the War Office da t 29th April states that after Cable a

wirelsi mve to 3r-Jord1an an 6th ay no aiy apparatus
will be available for the sole use of press 1essages; btut
that one 8CR 399 wireless set will be at the di Sposal
"ot civil In JeruFalr i'or civil e emergency" and that a
similar set has boeen install in the r.litary compound at
Haifa

2. understand that local correspondents are m1ng

arirefnge)ants to serve vhaterrer transmitting faiilities me
be available to them and this seems to be . reasoflable)
arrang*eme nt Dplom atic wireless set to be usedi by the
Concula te wvill not be available for press m ages and. I
shall be l if you il do your best in co'-opera titon
with the ai litary authorities to assist correspondent to
make arrangeants for continued tranmi.sion of press
ressagos It is imortant tho.t Amrican corespndenta
abould beal eicied to sh.re any facl3.ties rranged for

British Correpondn ? ad wo unde3tend that this si

being ao ."

.3, Ple eo inrcrnz Beaum±nt for his guidance. I

recog.3t thapi; tion will be ext etremly difficlt bc ;

he that C tr£1"r 
P(tf(t .,ew .b- ca. -be c. oid .c..
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INWARD TELEGRAM
...- "----.

cypher (O,

TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR TkILCOLONIES-

5')"6 1z o31
h..

FROM PALESTIM (Gen. Sir A. Cunningham)

D. 7th May, 194.8.
L 7th

No. 1287 Confidential.

My telegram No. 1158.

to Aman.
Nmove of Cable and Wirelesa Ltd. from Jerusalem

Representatives at the Foreign press in
Jerusalem have severely criticised Fermiston-Evane, who
is in charge of the Jerusalem unit, on the grounds that
original scheme for the move to Annn, not later than
6th May, had been planned by himself owing to personal
apprehensions, and without regard to continuity of
communications available for the press

20 As you know, original plan was framed on
military considerations of 'the withdrawals It had to be
altered owing to subsequent demelopments of which you are
also aware, and which, of course, had nothing to do with
Fermiston-Evans.

3. Person named states, however, that the press
complaints have reached the U.K. and have resulted in the
displeasure of his directorta and even the personal
censure of the Mayor. I am concerned that he should not
be blamed unjustly, and am taking steps to rectify
matters here. I should be grateful, however, if you
would make the position gt4te clear to his directors.

dopiesentQ:-
Foreign Off ce Communications Dept.
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TELEGRAM FROM
Nr. Beaumont

No. Je rus alem.
-8

Dated 15 t h
17th

Received
in Registry;

May
May

E: Pales tine

Last Paper.

4,.

References.

(Print.)

(Hcow disposed of.)

'2/

A . -

(Action In1
completed.

Next Paper.

4 l .

Liessacre for the 'uai d'Orsa from the "rench
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EN CIAIR DEPAIRNTAL D I J

9M J3RUSALEK TO FOREIGN OFF ICE

Mr. Beatmont

15th May 1948

MOSTTM IMDIA TE

D.5.16.p.m.15th May 1948

R.4.29.p..15th May 1948

French Coqsul-General has asked as to transmit
following most imediate to Quai d'Orsay.

[Begins].

French Consulate radie hit by small arms fire
and out of aotisa.

No cmemnaication except with British Consulate
by telephea. Two members of staff slightly wounded.
Remiader all well.

(Eads].

2. I should be grateful if the above could be
passed on as I have uniertaken tolto s. I have received
messages on the S99 set through Haifa fra Parodi to
French Consul-General which I have passed on. I have
pointed out however that I am quite unable to take over
their oaounioatiens requirements. I will however continue
to send them short messages by telephone so long as system
remains intact.

[Repeated to Paris.
telegram No: 1551 to Paris].

See also Foreiga Office

[Copy seat to Middle East Secretariat].
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En Clair DEPARTLENTAL DISTRI UTTION

FROM FCR EIGN OFFICE TO PARIS

No. 1551

15th May, 1948.
Repeat to Jerusalem No.

D. 7.22 p.m.
9 (Immediate).

15th May, 1948.

&3ST IM 1EDIATE

rdr pa to Paris
repea ed torusalem.

telegram No. 1551 of 15th May

My immediately following telegram
of a Jerusalem telegram. Pase pass
its paragraph 1 to the Quai d Orsay.

[Copy sent to Middle

is a repetition
the message in

East Secretariat].
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Jeasalem, British Wireless Set,

Refers Foreign Office telegram No, 10 dated 15th May(a6088/12601) et belongs to the British Oomunityaris is worked by the Ministry of WorksB representative
in his spare time, Replies in detail to telegram underreference with regard to the use to be made of thisset and responsibility for news transmitted,
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Cypher/'TP D ARTEMfTAL DIS'IRIBUTION

Mr Beaumant
No. 22

REIGN OFFICE,'d

D. 3.55 pm. 17th ayf4d94 d
R. 6.03 pm. 17th May, 194.~

17th ay, 1948.

CONE DliTILL

Your telegrams Nos. 10 [grp.undec.] 399.

Wireless.

Set belongs to the British community and is worked by the
Ministry of Works representative here in his spare time. I
give him agood deal of this in ardar to content the press and
as a result we are on the most excellent terms.

2. Remarks to which you take exception were (a) made in
confidence for his personel information to a man we can trust
(b) intended to convey that the British community would not
pay for transmission day after day of mate ial which was untrue
or wilfully misrepresented the conduct of His Majesty's
Government or His Majesty's forces in Palestine (e.g...by certain
United States correspondents), (c) intended to show that we
would need material after but not before [grp.undec] since
because the set is in our premises we must be presumed to
represent the British community in this respect. It is also
the most valuable source of news.

3. The United States correspondents are as you will have
seen, using their own consulate wireless and Jewish facilities
and in view of our nearer relations with the British press I
do not think ay useful purpose would be served if I tried to
correct the unfortunate impression which you appear to think
my remarks may have made. I will however take care that in the
event of any news derogatory to [grp.ikndec.? His Lajesty's
Government] having been filed and transmitted, the question of
future facilities for the offender shall be beoided by the
British comisnity and not (repeat not) by this Consulate.
I will inform them of your wishes that the greatest freedom shall
be given to the press but I can scarcely believe you would wish
me to force their hand should they decide to withhold facilities.

(Copy sent to Middle Iast Secretairat].
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Cypher/OTP. DEPARTMETAL DISTRIBUTION.

FROI HAIFA TO:
FOREIGN OFFIOL

Mr. Marriott.
No. 72.

5th Joie 1948.

D. 5.5 p.m. 5th Jie

R. 10.25 a.m. 7th Jme
(via Wan Office).

1948.

1948.

..

/ t'U i%.1WzA0

Communications Board Mid lfastJdiw34j
Chairman is Chief Signal Officer M
represented here by the Chairman of he Palestine
mcb-oomuittee who is Brigadier Kennet on staff of
General Officer Commanding. Provisional Government
of State of Israel has appointed Friedberg Director
General of [gp. undec. ? P.T T.]. Before leaving
Brigadier Kennet considers it desirable to allot
frequencies and wavelengths for use in Palestine.
This will involve correspondence between C. B.M.E.
and Friedberg in his "official" capacity. Have you
any objection on political grounds in view of the
vast advantage to be gained. Request immediate
reply.
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Registry
No. 3 763 5/1260 1.

Confidential.

Wi r11

Draft.

A

Telegram.

N o. . ......

(Date)\.

Repeat to.-

S -~

~WC~X

Cypher.

Distribution-

DEPARTMENTAL

Copies to :

p

"LE

Desp d

F. .,

' 94

M.

CONFIDENTIAL

Your telegrem No. 75 /f June 5th:

Allocation of Wavelengths for Palestin7.

It would certainly be valuable for wave=

lengths to be allocated but it seems that it

right be difficult to do so without comrmitting

ourselves to some extent to endorsing the idea

of partition. Moreover I imagine that the

Jewish radio services are at present far

better organised and more numerous than those

on the Arab side so that any allocation

based on the present position bight turn out

to be unfair to the Arabs. In order that the

matter may be further considered please

telegraph on what basis allocation would be

made and if possible some indication of the

present and potential requirements of each

side, would the wavelengths be allotted

to individual stations or globally to each

side? With whom would correspondence be

on the Arab side?

2. Correspondence with Jewish authorities

would in any case have to be strictly

unofficial.
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Cypher/OTP.

No. S 7635/1260/31.

Confidential. DEPARTTAL DISTRIBUTION.

FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO HAIFA.

No. 118.

14th June 1948.
D. 9.20 p.m. 14th June 1948.

CONFIDENTIAL.

Your telegram No.75 [of June 5th:
Allocation of wavelengths for Palestine].

It would certainly be valuable for wavelengths
to be allocated but it seems that it might be
difficult to do so without committing ourselves to
some extent to endorsing the idea of partition,
Moreover I imagine that the Jewish radio services are
at present far better organised and more numerous than
these on the Arab side so that an allocation
based on the present position might turn out to be
unfair to the Arabs. In order that the matter may
be further considered please telegraph en what basis
allocation would be made and if possible some
indication of the present and potential requirements
of each side Would the wavelengths be al otted to
individual stations or globally t each side? With
whom would correspondence be on the Arab side?

2. Correspondence vrith Jewish authorities would
in any case have to be strictly unofficial.
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}E8669/ 1260/31

FROhITrap
(Mr Marriott)

19 (22/./1)

E. 86691

i u-~i
Obstaclesiplaced in the way of British sub,1ectisleanigPalestine, and of holders of BritishD apo rts being forced to enlist in the "Jewish

Ar'mv"

Enclosea copy of letter
protesting about tbeatmnent
a copy of the reply, stati]
being taken up.

1

to the Mayor of Haifa
of British subjects and
ig that the matter is

28 Jun 48
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22/1/1.

1E .0C69
28 JUN 1948 . .

No.19.

His Britannic Majesty's Consul General
at Haifa presents his co.pli~ments to
the Under Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs and has the honour to transxmit
the acco mpanying documents -

iefe"rence to previous correspondence.

No.and date. fubject.
1. Copy of letter of ubstac1es being

31st "lay,1948, to placed in the wa
the i.ayor o liaifa.'

2. Copy of -reply of
1st June,194 .

of United 3lijt
British Subjects.
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4
British

Copy.

Consulate General,

Haifa.

31st iiav,1948.
Sir,

I have the honour to i nform, you that i thas been brought to ry n tic that obstceare hea ng placed in the wac tha obstacles
subjects, the holders of r 1i .. i1shpr s
leaving Palestine and at 1..ash passports,
that, U' Bi i- eata one caseBritisps subjects, holders of '

i the "Jwsh Artn i' i n; forcibly enlistedin the "Jeish Army". It is my duty to inform
Eingdo icannoto tlerate Govrnnent in the United
Your worship to take this and to requestYory~hp to etake asuch steps as ruyy be ne ces-sary to make this fact known.

I have the honour to
:31r,

Your obedient servant,

(:mod .) C.M;arriott,
H.B. .onsul Genera..

His 1 orship
The' Mayor of

Haifa.

Copy to:- Chief
n~'

of staff.
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Corp oration
.1.i n9 t (eati n1P "f n

1st June, 1148.

Sir,

I have
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on t? e s, bjectc
,n the wo.'L?' C

the honour to ackn
letter dated 31.5

of obstacles being
IVr' ---

.2.. -rn .ls.. ~

with the Authorities concerned.
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.1942,
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natter

I have the

Jar,
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honour to be,
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municipall

Ir. C .Marri
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ott,
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sul General,
Consulate Ge
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servant,
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British CuDanY. by a niulPer of Jewish refugees fram
the Jordan Valley. and the reply reDorting the hotly
evacuated and inconvenience regretted,
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;E..8670
/3/1.

128 JUN 1948.

His Britannic majesty's
at Haifa present s
the Under
Affairs a

Se cr"e tar

the accompanying

his compliments to

the honour to transmit
documents -

Reference to previous correspondence -
.. .

No.and Date.

1.Copy of letter of
lath kay, 1948, to
the Mayor of Haifa.

2. Copy
19th

of Reply of
May,194g.

-~ ubet

Jewish Refugees
lodged at the Windsor
Annex, Haifa.
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British Consulate General,

18th iay,1948.

Sir,

I have the honour to inform you that
the 1 indsor Hotel Annexe, which is leased to
a British company, Consolidated Refineries
Limited, has been invaded by a Jewish Or' anisat ion
which has lodged there a number of Jewish
refugees believed to be from the Jordan va
It has been reported to me that Mr. James P
assented to the occupation of this hotel.
have Mr.Pollock's categoric assurance that
is not so.

His .lorshi

2. However much i may sympathi ze with and
deplore the plight of the refugees, I cannot but
protest in the strongest possible tenrms against
this invasion of what is temporarily British
property and actually occupied and needed by
British subjects.

3. It is my duty to request you to take steps
to see that the .Jindsor Hotel annexee is restored
to its rightful occupiers, Consolidated iefine-ries
Limited, at the earliest possible moment- and I
suggest by noon tomorrow, ednesday, 19th ilay. It
is further my duty to request you to see that I,
as His Britannic majesty's Consul General, be
informed in good time when it is proposed to take
over property occupied by I3ritish subjects for

any purpose.
I have the honour to be,

p, Sir,
The r.:ayor of Haifa. Your obedient Servant,

( gd. )C.Marriott.

4'

Ha if a.

lley.
ollock
I
tliis

c~n
a

C
o

0
z
0
0
z

v0
'C

', C -

n-
y

I

"O

2
--1

r

C
w

m
,0

M1

-I-
;0

Sv

z

r o

),

C)

r -

0O

-Cz

-4
0
L,z

z
0

7

A

S

o

1



Co.P

1,unic ipal Corporation of Ha
General Admi nistrat ion

F.O.R.l.

ifa

19th Iay,1948.

3i r,

of 'our letter dated 18.5.l948, on the subjectof Jewish Refugees lodged at the avindsor HotelAnnex and have to inform you that the above
notel has already been evacuated.

it was explained to me that since the JordanValley has suddenly -turned into a severe battlefield, all children had to be immediately evacuatedand temporarily lodged in Haifa; some of thehotels served the purpose.

The uni ntentional
regretted.

:i nconvenience

1 have the honour

YJ.o

Your obedient

to be,

( Lgd. ) ?

1NCIJL I3IL

hr. C.Marriott,
British Consulate

H ai fa.
General,
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Copy of a letter to the Mayor of Tel Aviv.
reQuesting that steps be taken to protect the
property of Barclay a Bank which is situated within
his Municipalit and copy of the rep1 confirming
that the building is being watched.
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22/3/8

No. 21.

His Brita
at Haifa

lnic majesty's Consul General
presents his coplimlents to

the Under secretary of
Afi'airs and has the

State for Foreign
honour

the accompanying documents -

deference to previous correspondence -

No. and Date. subject.

1.Copy of letter
18th Lay,1948,
the laayor of TE

2. Copy
26th

of
to
el1

of Reply of
i ay,194.

3. Cony of letter
of 9th June, 1948 ,
to the aror
Tel Aviv.

of 7?

Protection of
properties belonging
to Nation ls of the
United Lingd oi. -

ibarclays Bank, Tel Aviv.
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Cop.

British Consulate General,

Haifa.

lth hay,

It has been reported
mentioned British property
your Municipality :-

to me that the under-
is situated within

Barclays Bank (Dominions,!
Allenby Road

Colonies
,
Tel Awiv

& Overseas )

I have the honour accordingly to request
that you will, as is done In all civilised
countries, take steps as may be necessary for
the protection of this property belonging to
Nationals of a frieddly state.

1 have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

His worship,
The Mayor of

Tel Aviv.

C.Marriott.

Sir,

A
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1948.
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Copy.

Municipal

12571.

C .I4arri

Cooperation Tel aviv.

ott, Esq.,
British Consul General,

Haifa.

Sir,

Subject :- Watch and ward -
Building Tel Aviv

Barclays Bank

Yours of the lath May, 194.

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter
under reference and to inform you that the building
in question is still being watched by the Jewish
Security Forces in accordance with the arrangements
made between them and the Management of the Barclays
Bank Tel Aviv.

I have no knowledge
watch being removed in the

I
duty to
and beg

of any intents on of this
near future.

fail to understand your reference to our
do what "is done in all civilized countries"
to ask you to refrain from such insinuations

Yours faithfully,

(Sgd.) J.Rokach
MAYOR.

s

GF.

9
26.5.1948.
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Copy.

British Consulate General,
Haifa.

22/3/s. 9th June,194$.

Sir,

I have to acknowledge with thanks
receipt of your letter 6/4/2 12571 of 26th
May. I regret that you should have found an
insinuation which has caused offence in my
letter of lath May. I had no such intention
but merely addressed a request to you that
could not have been addressed to an authority
in an uncivilized country with any hope of
its being complied with.

I have the honour to be,

Your obedient Servant,

(Sgd.) C.Marri.ott
H . B.L1. Consul General.

His Worship,
The iMavor of -

Tel Aviv.
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38751/1260/31

TELEGRAM FROM
Bri tish Middle
jf,tf ice, CAIRO

213
DateTO SECRET

26.6.4!8
Received 29. 6.48
in Registry

Last Paper.
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Addr seed to Haifa e egram N o.6." - cepa t t
st Foreign Office and Jeruaed.

Understood that there are remaining in Palestineabout 50 British officials in each of Haifa andJerusalem, and of these that the majority enjoydiplomatic immunity. Gives numbers of non-officials understood to be in Palestine. Sunanarises
proposals from Commanders-in-Chief for protectionof British nationals. Requests Foreign Officerecommendations on possible co-ordination of plansfor roect on and evacuation of British and Ameri-.. _. can a~ona---- -a
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[This telga is of partianl3ar sea'ecy and should be
retained by the authorized oipient and not pa sd on]

Cypher/OTP E..8751
-- LOETIC SnCET IST IIN

I wT OFFIc3 CAIRO

TO FoaRI B OEIE.
1 .j".

June 26 , 1948.

T.

D: 8.25.p.m. -June 26th, 1948.
R: 10.15.p.m. June 26th, 1948.

Addressed to Haifa telegram No, 6.
Office and Jerusalem.

Repeated to Foreign

Commanders-in-Chief Middle East have been considering
plans for protection af British nationals in Palestine after
withdrawal at forces from Haifa.

2. We understand British officials remaining in
Palestine comprise about fifty in each of Haifa and Jerusalem.
It is understood the majority at these are on your staff nd
hence enjoy diplomatic imnity.

5 The numbers of non-atfioials remaining are under-
stood o be (a) British proper including dominions 150,
(b) British Arab 600, (c) British Jews 5,000.

4. Coulanders-in-Chief consider it quite impossible
to re-introduce forces into Palestine to protect in situ
nationals referred to in paragraph 5. The most that could
be done might be to evacuate Ty sea as many as could be -
collected by you at or near Haifa. It might be necessary
for this operation to be covered by a sm 1 landing party
and air cover.

5. The possibility at a situation arising in which
British nationals would require protection has been reported
to the Chiefs at Staff ,but any action which may be talen
would depend on the numbers at nationals who would in fact
merit legal protection. It would be helpful if you could
confirm that the numbers given in parar ph 5 of the above
are correct and that they are all entitled to protection by
His Majesty's Government. Locations at these nationals are
also required.

6. Regarding your own staffs it is presumed that you
have made arrangements for their protection and if necessary

p their evacuation if a serious situation arises. Can you say
4 what plans are in existence to meet such an eventuality?

7. We understand equivalent American nationals under
A, B and C af paragraph 5 are 200, 500 and 86000 respectively
No inf formation is available here regarding ans which may
have been made for their protection in simax circumstances.
Can you send any details? It may be that plans for protect
and evacuation at both British and American nationals could
co-ordinated and we would like your recommendations on this
point.

Foreign Office pass to Haifa as my taleramH o. 6.
[Repeated to Haifa]. [Copy sent to LLF.B.sretariat].
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1385) ti) Wt. 45471-D9 00m. 3/47 G.S.St. Gp. 6

SECRET CYPHER TELEGRAM.

WARNING Thtext of this message must be thoroughly paraphrased if it is to bepublished or otherwise communicated to persons outside the Britishor U.S. Government Service. If re-transmitted unparaphrased, the originator mustmark it to be sent in " O.T.P." (One-Time Pad).

7'))/ / 0

c-

OZ
TOO
TOD

1521
301800Z
30 203O7

: Ministry of Defence, London.

G.H.Q.,Middle East Land

Mediterranean.
East Indies.

COS (ME) 257

We have consulted _For ' 'n e and Colonialoffice about our e egram No. 6/CC referring toprotection of-n'. a estine and wa con-firm the assumption in your paragraph 2.

2. British
(c) are consid
except that (c
are working in
need for their
case they have
we can hardly 

i Arabs and Jews in your paragraph 3(b) and
ered to be permanent residents in Palestine,
) may include a few British subjects whoPalestine end who ha ppen to be Jews. Theevacuation is unlikely to arise. In anyhad ample Warning of our departure so thatbe held responsible for them in futu-ne.

3. We agree with
and note that you are
ation.

course of action in your
keeping whole questions

TU 31U8UUZ
C.IRCULATION

D.C.O.R.
Fare ign Office/
First Sea Lord
Message Control, War OfTice
Registry Telegrams Air Ministry
Chief of Combined Ops. /Staff
Secretary of State for/Commonwealth R
Secretary of State for/ Colonies
P/S to Secretary of State for Foreign

/
1, f f e L4L

paragraph 5
under observ-.

elations

Affairs
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$31) (i) Wt. 45471- D Rirn. 3/47 G.S.St. Gp. $2

SECRET CYPHER TELEGRAM

WARNING The text of this message must be thoroughly paraphrased if it is to be
published or otherwise communicated to persons outside the British

or U.S. Government Service. If re-transmitted unparaphrased, the originator must

mark it to be sent In" O.T.P." (One-Time Pad).

J 7/ /2d 3/ I
From: G.H.Q.

1585
TOu 23131bB

TOr 24161CZ

Li /

/

M.E.L.F.

Lin i str £. of Defence, London.

C. in C. Mediterranean.

246/0(L 239d June 1948.

Frcm Commanders-in-Chief foz Chie-. of Staff.

1. You will ealise that on cur withdawal frnm
Palestine and Darticularly while tha Jewish State remains
unrecognised by H.L. Government we ma.y be faced with
the awkward possibility of having to protect and evacugate
British personnel remaining in Palstine. hie sCope
of the problem as we know it at :resent is iven in

the following paragraphs.

2. British officials remaiiin in Palestinme comprise
about 50 in each Haifa and Jerusalem. Tr m ajority of
these are On the Staff of H.M1..'S repres p1.tativei
at these places where they are uaded by British
ex Palestine Policemen. Sinc assure th, would
enjoy diplomatic immunity, Vm do not conisiar fene'

should be included in any evacuation ulans.

The
ximat

(a)

(b)

(c)

numb
ly a

Cs of non-oficials rmaining will be
s follows.

Brit ish propur in(lu1dnJg Dorinin i* )JJ.

British Arab 60.

British Jew 3,000.
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19481

,8995/1 260/31

TELEGRAM FROM
Mr. Marri tt, HAIFA.

No. 172
TOP SECRET.

Dated 4. 7.48

5.7.48

Protection
wi thdrawal. Nationals in Palestias aftei'

Refers BMD telegram No. 213 of 26th. June (rptd. to
Haifa No.189 - E8751/12601).
There is no question of diplomatic irnunity as far
as Haifa is concerned, but the only protection
anticipated will be required against the irrespon-
sible Jewish elements. Transport is available
to convey Consulate staff and European British left
in Haifa to a point of embarkation.

8L95 1 9

JIgL 1948

Repeated to BMEO,Cairo, and Jerusalem.
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should beretained by the authorised recipient and not passed on].
Cypher/TP

FROMi HAIFA TO Lr .La 
r ott

Mr. arrio tt.
No. 172.

4th July, 1948.

DIPLOMAT C (SECRET) DISTRIBUTIC

ORiIGN OFF IC.. E.. 8395
D. 11.15 a. m. 4th July, 1948.

R. 12.36 p.m. 4th5TukM)L19 48
repeated to B.L.E.G. Cairo and Jerusalem,

nL'DIAT.
Tji j i'

Addressed to Tore i Office tele am lo0 7 of4th July, ropea e o *1..Ca an erusalem.

Your telegram IC.. 189.

2. There is of course no question of di lomaticimmunity so far as Haifa is concerned, y staff andare at present enjoying what privileges I am entitled t.expect. I do not (repeat not) anticipate that protection
will be required against constituted authorities. Therisk we run is frem irresponsible elements like I.Z.L.and the Stern Gang or *.s a result of our own conduct.This risk is constant and known t e all. The overthrowof the present "Government" by I. Z.L. would increase itbut I do not (repeat not) believe even then a concertedattack would be made on us. We should probably berequired to leave at short not ice and I should presumablybe given a chance to ask for the means to do so.

3. umbers given for British are as near as Ican e st inate.

4. I have the transport, if I Qan use it, necessaryto convey my own staff and the few European British leftin Haife, with whom I am in touch to a point of embarkat ionbut I have no means of coammunicat .on with the British in.Tel Aviv, N]azareth, Tiberias except by post TheBritish Arabs and Jews are for the mes part unknown to me
and it is not kriwn hew many of the former have left thecoun try.

5. :y United States colleague thinks the figuresfor the American nationals roughl correct except for Jewswhom he put at 5,500. He is trying to work ou a planand agees generally with ry estimate of the risk. Theneed er evacuat ion would arise so suddenly that I do notsee how a landing party and air cover could arrive in time.I think evacuation could only be effected with the co-*perat ion of local authorities which would not be forth-coing if there were a landing party.

?oreign Office please pass to B.L. .O. and Jerusalemas my telegrals 8 and 51 respectively.

[Repeated to B. . .0. and Jerusalem].
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r t n ,,--Registry
No.

NB.

'A

Telegram.

No... (0L-

(D ate).... ...1 ....

dSALEM 339
M.E.O. 73'1.

WAS HIN/ON 7+o9

7/

*' j'

Cypher.
+f

Distribution:-

DIPLOMATIC SECRET

r'Copies to:-

Despa d

Iuly
7

'94 8.

r "ii.

IMMEDIATE

TOP SECRET

Addressed to Haifa telegr

of - July repeated oJerusalem,

and Washington.

Your telegram No.172

Your present

staff is

becomes m

am

B.M.E.O.

LffZLJuly/

position and that of your

very much in/e' thoughts. If it

lore critical,

L~o .OflBU me as long

in teltreu- uhv u± 1scretiori to

ke whtvruto o ol.e eesry

eaoi der this t Jbe noeesiry an4 mone -i -e

2. Meanwhile

consider whether it

reduce your

staff out

destroying

as a whole.

liabilities

I should like you to

is possible for

by sending

of the country without

the value

3.. If you

situation while

are still in Haifa,

for protection.

your American

you to

some of your

thereby

of the Consulate-General

are placed in

representatives

It

a dangerous

of the Mediator

you should appeal to them

occurs to me however

more tangibleIprotection in an

that

be able to offer

extreme

. /emergency
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e ..
.emergency y giving sanctuary

staff in the U.S. Consulate.

objection,

possibility

to you and your

Unless you

you should immediately put

to him.

4. Please keep me

measures

i informed

you take.
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[This telegram is of Partilascryan oudb y./gained byheauthorised recipient and not passed on
ypuer/OP'.U

DIPLOMATIC (SCRET') DISTRIBUTION.
FROM FOREIGN OFFIcE TO HAIFA.

7th July 1948. D. 7.20 a.m. 8thl"uly 1948.

Repeated to: Jerusales No.539;-
B.M.B.0 (Cairo)"No.757;
Washington No.7409. *

flMIATE.

TOP SECRET.

Addressed to Haifa tleram No. 264 of7t Jlyreeat ec or in rmatntoJriaM" t~iro)and ashirjgton p °ersan
Your telegram No.172 [of 4th July].
Your presenthposition and that of your staffis very much in my thoughts If it becomes morecritical, you should inform me immediately,

2. Meanwhile I should like you to considerwhether it is possible for you to reduce yourliabilities by sending some of your staff out of thecountry without thereby destroyingtaffutoftheConsulate-General as a whole the Value of the

3. If you are placed in a dan gerous situationWhile representatives of the Mediato ae still inHaifa, you should appeal to their for protection. Itoccurs ome however that orfor poeai.emight be able to offer more tangiblesistance orprotection in an extremeoemergencye ingsanctuary to you and your staff in the United StatesConsulate Unless you see objection ye shoulditakediateky put this Possibility tohaim.
4. Please keep me informjed of the measures youtake.

[Copy sent to Middle East Secretariat.]
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Registry }E8996/1260/31.
Number J89/203.

TELEGRAM FROM
Mr. Marr.io tt, HAIFA.

Vo. 173
Secret.

Dated 4e 7.48
Received 7
in Registry .74

5 JUL 1948

Protection of British Nationals in Palestine:
at Haira.

Refers Foreign Office telegram No. 223 to Haifa
and Haifa telegram No.172 to Foreign Office (E8995/
126Q/31).
Outlines the risks run by British personnel in
Haifa at the present time. The presence of British
supervisors would not be deprecated providing they
are aware of the risks they run in being sent to
Haifa. Presumes that whatever arrangements are made,
they will be given widest publicity for the benefit
of the Jews and Arabs. Repeated to Bagdad,Washington 8and Jerusalem, and Saving to Paris.

Last Paper.I
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The background of the telegram within is to be
t ounin our telegram No.223 (Flag A behind this paper).The Company are prepared to approach the Jewishauthorities and the Mediator, with a proposal for
resuming the flow of crude oil from Ira throughHaifa to Europe as soon as they are assured that wewould not object to the preneo avr mlnumber of British supervisors in afaverysmall

On theevidence provided in Mr. Marriott'stelegram I should say that, in view of the ugnneed of France and other west European urgent
Iraqi petroleum, we should tell the countries for
would not object to the return of the p that we
if the truce is prolonged or if stee supervisors
can be made for the demilitarisatiocial arrangements
Companyare aware of the risks oen of Haifa. The.Fn, but they are under strong pr personnel wouldFrench component and they naturally wish to resume

M. Le Roy of the French Embassy visited me againthis afternoon to discuss Haifa. Heassredaeihathe French Government would be willing assured me that
Company in their aproach to theih ng to supportthethe agai rgdthat we should akhulucont tof

ate epende of Franceon thak Supalo ntewould act with as little delasupplies and
e dely as possible.

answer eor theromised the Comnany a5d getan
to mrn ng 7th ury,
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4 E,
[This telegram is of particular secrecy
by the authorised recipient and not pa:

Cypher/0TP DEPARTMENTAL DISTRIBUTION

FROM HAIFA TO FOREIGN OFFICE

Mr. Marriet,

July,19)8.

D. 3.57 p.m. 1.th July,1948.

R. 6.58 p.m. ).th July,19).8.

It, ..

7.. t

Your telegram No.223. Please see my telegram No.172.

Some of the precautions I have taken may give clearest
idea of the risks we run which can only be increased by
adding to the number of British here.

2. I returned weapons and refused the armoured cars
offered by G.O.C. because as I have told my party we have
only te kill one Jew to be wiped out. My watchmen have kept
their revolvers but they leave them in their bedrooms verey
pistols only being carried in perimetre. None of us is armed
when we leave the perimetre. I am the only one who leave
the perimetre alone. No-ene except me is allowed out in one
of my vehicles after dark when I do my driving unaccompanied.
This is to avoid an incident at one of the road blocks guarded
by armed Jews - much more likely to occur in the dark and when
men are tired.

3. Arrival of Herridge in Haifa could not be concealed.
I should not (repeat not) deprecate his visit during holding of
the truce as there are so few Arabs left that the risk of
sabotage by them is negligible. If he arrives after expiry
of the truce I presume agreement of Arabs to arrangements
would have been obtained before that of the Jews was sought
and I wonder how much zxanoe the Arabs will place on a Jewish
undertaking.

2.. Provided any British sent here by I.P.C. are aware
of the risks they run and that the more there are the greater
the risk to all I should not (repeat not) deprecate the presence
here of British supervisors having regard to European need for
this oil. The immediate result would be that all British
business men who [gp.undec.] will think it reasonable for them
to return and I think it only fair to those of us who have
to be [? gp.omitted] that they should not by their numbers
add to our risk.

5. I presume that if arrangements are made they will
be given the widest publicity so that the Jews and Arabs all
are aware of them.

Foreign Office please repeat to Bagdad, Wjashington and
Jerusalem as my telegrams Nos. 12, 1 and 32 respectively and
Saving No.1 to Paris.

[Repeated to Bagdad, Washington, Jerusalem and Saving
to Paris.

[Copy sent to Middle East Secretariat].
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E8997/1 260/31
TELEGRAM FROM

Sir H.Dow, JERUSAL (.
No. 222

TOP SECRET.
Dated 1. 7.48
Received , 7
in Registry; 5. 7.48

Last Paper.

**ee 71

E
E 839 7

:I0

5 JUL J..AJ

Protection o British Nationals in Jerusalem
Consular district. _
Refers BME0 telegram No.213 of 26th. June (rptd.to Haifa No.6. - E8751/1260/31).
There are no British officials in Jerusalem not othe Consular staff, which numbers about 65. Givesestimated numbers of non-officials resident inthe Consular district.
Summarises plans for protection and/or evacuation
of British nationals in case of emergency.
Repeate. to Haifa.
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[This tale am is of particular secrecy and should be retainedby the au raised recipient and not passed on].

Cypher/OTP DIPLG A TIC DISTRIUTION

FRAM JERUSALEM TO FOREIGNt OFFICE . -0397

Sir H. Dow
Jol_ 22t 1
Jul" 1st, 1948.

D: 2 .4 9 .p.m. July 1st J
R: 4.21.p.m. JulyblstU

P RET.

Addressed to British Middle East (office Cairo telegram 16 af
July Lt,repeated to Foreign Office and Haifa.

Your telegram No. 6 to Haifa. 5'

Your paragraph 2. There are no British officials in Jerusalenwho are not on my staff. My staff numbers about 65 British subjectsof United Kingdom or Dominion origin.

2. Your paragraph 3. Accurate estimates are not availablefor the former administrative districts of Jerusalem Gaza andSamaria which for actical oses compose my Consular district.Estimated numbers r hosem e areas are as follows:

(a) about 42 excluding my staff.

(b) ? 200,

(a) 1,500 (this figure was compiled in 1941 and is stillprobably near correet).

5. Your paragraph 4. Some British Jews have expressed adesire to return to the United Kingdom and already goe toHaifa where the propose to get in touch U keutys
Consul General for advice. In this o eashou be pointedout that a spokesman of Jewish Agency here has $, irrespective
of national passports they hold any Jew at present in Palestinewill be considered by Jewish authorities as a national af state afIsrael and may therefore not be allowed to leave if of military ageUnited Kingdom British in Jewish area (i.e. non-Jews) would
~robably be able to leave for Haifa durng the truce. It is unlikelyhat Arab-British or United Kingdom-British on Arab side of theline would be able to evacuate to anywhere save Aninan. None at theUnited Kingdom British here with the exception of one indigent

family have expressed a desire to evacuate.

4. Your paragraph 5. Location of United Kingdom-Britishis: Jewish quarter at Jerusalem 15, Arab quarter at Jerusalemaabout 90 including my staff (Cathedral 15, Old City 10) Nablus 5,Gaza 2, Bethlehem 4.

5. Your paragraph 6. Plans for protection of this Consulateare based on a 24-hour watch system at points designated by British
military authorities. Guards consisting of 50 British volunteers
from Palestine police whom resignations have now reduced to 44.They are armed with automatic weapons and two Piat guns. An emer-
gency defence scheme exists but it would be obviously inadequate
to deal with a concerted attack of any strength. It seems to me

that the only/
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Jerusalem telegram to Foreign Office No. 222.

-2-

that the only factor to be relied upon for external
defence of our perimeter is a request for official
protection from de facto authority in this area,
Thus if Arab popuLatlon attempted to attack us(e.g.
as a result of British recognition of Jewish State)
I should request protection from the Arab Legion
supposing they were still here. If, as seems not un-
likely Jews occupy this area at the end of the
truce (or by a surprise attack before official end
of the truce) I would immediately request Jewish
Agency and local Haganah Commander for protection
against the Stern group and I.Z.L. Agency have
already held forth Stern group as a "bogey" to members
of my staff who have wished to circulate in Jewish
area of Jerusalem and would I think find it
difficult to refuse some sort of protection. I do
not suppose we could rely entirely on this protection
but I draw some encouragement from the thought that the
Jews would undoubtedly like recognition for their
State from His Majesty' s Government and therefore
should be keen to show that they could protect a
British Mission. If protection were not accorded
or were not effective we should not I fear survive
very long. Everything depends on whether present
truce in Jerusalem is prolonged or not. If it is
not prolonged, the situation for all the staff will
immediately become serious and may be irremediable.

6. Evacuation can be undertaken to Amman so
long as the Arabs occupy our area. If the Jews
encroach on this area, evacuation would be difficult
and would have to be on Haifa unless we could make
other arrangement through the Red Cross.

7. United States Consulate have advised all
United States citizens to leave Palestine and are
attempting to compile a register of these remaining,
They reckon at present that citizens in all Palestine
are category (a) about 80 (b) 500 and (c) 5,500 to 4000.
In existing circumstances it woud be difficult to co-
ordinate evacuation of category (a) British subjects
and United States citizens in Jerusalem since most
British subjects are on Arab side of the line and most
Americans on Jewish. It requires special permission
from Arabs and Jews to cross the lines even during
the truce and this is not readily accorded to anyone
save officials. United States citizens from Jewish
Jerusalem could probably be best evacuated to Tel
Aviv or Haifa unless reads either at Bab al Wad or
between Tl Karem and Nathaniyi are under Arab
control. In that event they would probably have to
make arrangements with the Red Cross to evacuate to
Arab side of the city and thence to Amman. It is quite

/likely that it
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Jernsalm t&lerau to Jbreiwu Office No.,W

likely that it will be impossible for either ourselvesor the Aericans to evauate fnm Jerusalm.

Fbrsip Office please pass to Haifa as
3y telegram No.18.

(Repeated to Haifa.]

(Copy seat to Middle East Secretariat.]
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Your telegram No. 222 rof lst JulyJ.

I assume that you situation wil be

rather less difficult so long as the area is

controlled by the Arabs. On the other hand if

it should be over-run by the Jews, it seems

probable that you would find the I. Z. L.

relatively more powerful than they are in

Haifa.

2. You should put into effect the measures

suggested in my telegram under reference to

Haifa so far as they are applicable in

Jerusalem., It seems pss b le that Jewish

conquest of your is r c w e increasing the

risk that you would need American assistance,

would also make it easier for you to maintain

contact with your U. S. colleague.

3. Please inform me at once of any change

in the situation which in your view increases

the danger your staff and yourself.
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OUT F1LE

[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be retained
by the authorised recipient and not passed on].

Cypher/OTP DIPLOMATIC(SECRET)DISTRIBUTION

E 8997/126q131
Top Secret.

FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO JERUSA EK

#y.1928. D. 2.05 a.m. 9th July,19l8.

Repeated to Haifa No.282.
B.M.E.0. No.725.

T

Addressed t erusalem tele ram 61 of 8th uly,
repes e or Inormation to a a~an . .0.

Your telegram No.222 [of 1st July].

Please see my telegram No.262 to Haifa.

I assane that your situation will be rather ins difficult
so long as the area is controlled by the Arabs. On the other
hand if it should be over-run by the Jews, it seems probable
that you would find the I.Z.L. relatively more powerful than
they are in Haifa.

2. You should put into effect the measures suggested
in my telegram under reference to Haifa so far as they are
applicable in Jerusalem. It seems possible that Jewish
conquest of your district, if that should take place, while
increasing the risk that you would need American assistance,
would also make it easier for you to maintain contact with
your United States colleague.

3. Please inform m at once of any cang
in the situation which in your view increases the danger
to your staff and yourself.
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be retained
by the auathorised recipient and not passed on].

Cypher/OT' DIPLO A TIC (r !CRT)DISTRIBUTICS

E 8997/126Q/31
Top ^ecret.

FR * FO EIGN OFFICE TO JRUSAL(

,19L8. D. 2.05 a... 9th July,198.

Repeated to Hifa No.282.
B.M.r.0. No.745.

r ddresed to
repea or orma fon o Haafa asn.=.4

Your telegram No.222 [of lit July].

Lease see my telegram No.26 to Haifa.

I assoe that your situation will be rather less difficult
so long as the area is controlled by the Arabs. On the other
hind if it should be over-ran by the Jews, it seems probable
that you would find the I.Z.L. relatively more powerful than
they are in Haifa.

2. You should put into effect the measures suggested
in my telegram under reference to Haifa so far as they are
applicable in Jerusalem. It seems possible that Jewish
conquest of your district, if that should take place, while
incre sing the risk that you would need American assistance,
would also aske it easier for you to maintain contact with
your United States colleague.

3. Please inform meat . oco oLanyycbange
in the situation which in your view increases the' u.nger
to your staff and yourself.
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1948

}$9115/1260/31.

TELEGRAM FROM
Bir H. Dow,JERUSALEM.
No. 238

Dated 7. 7.48

7.7.48

Last Paper.

. 'f1c2z

References.

('rint.'

(Iow

E

- ---. nvw- a erus.au VuTin I'L em.1Ui

Five British subjects resident at Jerusalem werearrested on the night 6th./7th. July by Jews.
Belgian Consul-General, as chairman of Truce Comm-ission, investigated and protested to the Jewish
Agency. Dr.Joseph of the Jewish Agency has prom..ised to try to get the men released.

Repeated to Haifa and Cairo.

(Jfmutes.)
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En Clair ..POLITICAL DISRIBUTION E
FR J JERUSAI~i TO FOREIGN

His Majesty's
No,2 -

Consul-General.

D: 7.09

R: 9.17th July, 1918.
a.a. 7th July,19).8.
a.m. 7th July,19,8.

R epeeted to:

Addressed to Foreign
Jul 7th repeated to Haifa
o r H. Dow.

at
by;

United States Co
t during the night
Jerusalem .loctric
I.G.L.

n

2. Belgian Consul-Genera1
whose flag [grp.corrupt] on
investigate and tried to get
telephone was "out of order"
gency who promised to take

Office telegram No. 238 of
and Cairo for information

sula to informed me this morning
five British subjects resident
Corpora tion Plan were arrested

as chairman of Truce Comission
building, went immediately to
in touch with me but our

He protested to the Jewish
the ma tter up forthwith.

3. This morning I telephcned Dr. Bernard Joseph of theJewish agency who stated that he sincerely deplored thisaction and has promised to do his utmost to get men
relea sed.

ic Nnims rc Bryant,
Leach.

Sylvester, Downs, Hawkins

5. I will keep you informed.

I
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JJUL 1948

Haifa,
Cairo.
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Registry
No.

Draft.

Telegram to

UKDEL YORK
.............. .. .................. . . . . . . .

No. ....3.1.]........

(Date) .

Rep M..

x RHODES .

/ JERUSADE .1

HAIFA

W4-

71
I-?

Cy her.

Political

3JUL 8

%,
r,

wm 'J!J~~y!;

following telegram.

flcJ

I*L

Security classification ................C .nf .. den.ial .
-if any

Addressed to .............. UKDEL.... NW...YORK.......

............................................... telegram N o I7.. (ide . .

repeatedfor information'to.......RHDS,....CAIRO.,...JERUSALEM,

..HAIFA.. A D...WASHI.NQTON.... . ...............................

Please convey to the Security Council

the information contained

No. 238, repeated to

in Jerusalem telegram

you as my immediately

reet the names of the five British a

I leave it to your disc etion whether

should mention the part played

You should not (repeat not)

subjects,/..Kl

or not you

by the U.S.

Consulate.

2. H. M. Representatives

should inform the Mediator

in Rhodes and Cairo

or his representative.
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Cypher/CP
Confident ial.

PCL IT ICAL D ITR IBUTICI.

FRC. FORIG OFFIC- TO L2; YCRK.

(To U.K. Delegation to United rations).

iEo. 2917.

7th July, 1948. D. 6.5 D.m. 7th July, 1948.

repeated Lest Immediate to Rides No. 32 Cairo No. 1161
Jerusalem lo. 337, Haifa ro. 265 and Immediatee
'Vashington No. 7394.

OL:0ST I TIA.,
CONFIDWTIAL

Addressed to V .Delegation ; ew York teleram
o 91 ,tuy repeat ror inrma on to odes,

Cairo, erusa em, aifa and :ttashington.

Please convey to the securityy Council the information
contained in Jerusalei telegram e. 238 related to as
Ly imediatel following telegram. You should not (repeat
not) muentien the names of the five British subjects until
we have fuller particulars of their identity. I leave it
to your discretion whether or not you should ment ion the
part played by the United States Consulate.

2. is majesty's representatives in 2hodes and
Cairo should inform the mediator or his representative.

3. If Jerusalem can now supply the initials of
the five men and some description of their occupations
they should telegraph this information repeating it to
Un ited Kingdem Delegat ion rew York.
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1948
'39132/1260/31.

TELEGRAM FROM

Mr. Marriott,HAIFA.
No. 192

TOP SECRET.
Dated 7.7.48
Received
in Registry 7e 7.48

Last Paper.

References.

E
ILE837

Protection of French Nationals

Referee Foreign Office telegram No.
BMEO telegram No.213 of 26th.June

=z - - -in the a fa '&Qfi

189 (Repeats
- 38751/1260/31).

Gives numbers of French nationals in the Haifa area.
French Consul in Haifa has Made no plan for their
protection, but agrees with the last two sentences
of Haifa telegram No. 172 of 4th. July (E8995/1260/
31).

Repeated to BME,Cairo, and Jerusalem.

(Minutes.)
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[This telegram
retained by the

Cypher/OTP

E "

is of particular secrecy and should be
authorised recipient and not passed on].

DIPLc&ATJD (SERRq')

FR10M HAIFA TO FOREIGN OFFICE

r. Marriott

7th July, 198
Repeated to British Middle East

Ferusalem

D. 12.17 p.m.

R. 1.Office
5 p.

7th July, 1948.

7th July, 1948.

4, f.
Your telegram No. 189. *E 5' I-

My French colleague informs me that he hasabout 100 French, 1500 French Arabs 2,500 Frenchin Haifa neighbourhood. He has not (repeat not)plan and agrees with the last two sentences of myNo. 178.

Jews
made a
telegram

Foreign Office please repeat to British Middle EastOffice Carlo and Jerusalem as my telegrams. Nos. 9 and 57
respectively.

[Repeated to British Middle East
Jerusalem].

[Copy sent to Middle East

Office Cairo and

.

32i/
/ (7

I

Secretariat].
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E39165/1260/31

TELEGRAM FROM

JERUSALEM (Sir H Dow).
No. 241

.

Last Paper.

8 Jul 48

8 Jul 48
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Further particulars of 5 British Subjects arrested
in Je pus 1es931)

Re ers to PO telegraa 2917 to New York (39115/1260/3
Gives names and appointments of the 5 British

subjects. All were employees of "Jerusalem Electric
and Public Services Corporation Ltd, incorporated in
the United Kingdon.

Mr Sheringhun is going to Jewish Area this morning
to make personal contact with Belgian Consul General
and Jewish Agency, and if possible visit the
electricity plant.
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Cypher/0TP POLITICAL STIBUTION

FROL JERUSALIE TO FOREIGN OFFICE.

Sir H. Dow
N®. 241

8th July 1948.

D. 6.44 a. m. 8th July 1948
R. 7.55 a.m. 8th July 1948

Repeated to U.K. Delegation New York
Cairoe(
Rhodes
Haifa
7 ashington.

MOST IME ATE.
RESTRICTED.

965
3 JUL 9

ddre sod to Foreign Office tele ram No. 241 of
Jul reputenerma ontou it ingdem
1i, jion New York, Cairo, Rhodes, Haifa and

ashington.

Your telegram No. 2917 te United Kingdom
Delegation.

Names are

(1) T.M.E. Bryant Deputy General [gp.undec.
? Assistant.

(2) T.A. Downs Technical Assistant (electrical
engineers

(3) '7.G. Hawkins, Station Superintendant.

(4) F.;. Silvester, clerk.

(5) A. T.P. Leech, General Duties Officer.

All employees of "J-rusalem Eleotric and Public
Services Corporation Ltd", incorporated in the United
-ingd om,

2. Jheringham: is going to Jewish area this morning
to make personal contact with Belgian Consul Gener
and Jewish Agency and if possible visit electricity plant.

Foreign Office lease repeat to United Kingdom
Delegation New Yor: No. 49, viashington No. 16, Haifa No.26
and Rhodes No. 2.

[Repeated to United Kingdom Delegation New York,
iashington, Haifa and Rhodes J.
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Registry
Number }39207/1260/31
TELEGRAM FROM
Acting Consul-General

No. JRU8ALEM.
24i2.

Dated $eCret
Received 7
in Registry

E
ALESTINE

Refers Jerusalem telegram No. 241 of 8th. July. (39165/
1260/31).
Mr. Bheringham has seen Dr.Joseph and the HaganahMilitary Commander of Southern Jerusalem, and was
told that the Irgun had 'serious charges of espion-
age against the arrested men. Jewish authorities
were negotiating for the men to be handed over to
them, and had received assurances that the prisoners
would not be maltreated. If they were handed over to
Haganah,Consulate would be informed and would be given
ac ljte8 oasafeguardtte1.eu ork,Calro Rhodesai a1 andWyas _ ~n__

fI
E _
~9 JU'

Chage__ gan~ British Bubj ects abducted b7 Ireu
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AMENDED COPY

15th July, 1948

J8nis alem teegram No.242
to Foreign Office

Paragraph 5 line 14 for [grps undec] read:-

"Such an approach, which would have no
political motive and would indeed be distasteful,
would hardly be likely to enhance the prestige
of more regular Jewish authorities. Doctor
Joseph professed to be unmoved by this and
said Consulate would doubtless do whatever
it thought most useful in the circumstances.
The Haganah Officer however told Sheringham
that he nearly fell off his chair when he
heard it suggested that British might approach
171.

4. Belgian
[grps omitted] J'

Consul General was in Tel aviv

cJn
[Note by Conmunications Department:

A further repetition of omitted groups is
obtained]. being
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[This telegram
retained by the

E

is of particulr secrecy--.St
authorised recipient and not

i. 

(passed on

Cypher/OTP POLITICAL DLTRIBUTION

FRCOL JEZRU L , ORiEIGN '..:FFICE

Acting British
No.242
8th July, 1948

Consul
D.
R.

General.
6.49 p.n.
8.30 p.mi.

8th July,
8th July,

Repea ted to United
Cairo,

ringdos Delegation ew York,
Rhodes, Haifa and Washington.

aECT' 6"
Addressed to Forei nOffice e om m:o.242 of Julyb repeated for formation United Kingdo DelegationNew York, Cairo, Rhodes, H a and Washington,

:y telegram No. .

Abducted British subjects.

Sheringham saw Doctor. Bernard Joseph and Haganah
militaryy Cols ander of Southern Jerusalem this morning. Hewas told that I.Z.L. said that it had "serious charges ofespionage" against the arrested men but that neither
Haganah nor Jewish Lgency had seen the evidence. Jewishauthorities were negotiating to secure handing over to themof the !aen and had received assurances that they would notbe maltreated. A similar assurance was given to thecha irman of the Truce Commission. If they were han dedto Haganah this Consulate would be informed immediately
and could rest assured that any charges would be fairlyand properly investigated. If they were held byHaganah Consulate would be given proper facilities to
sa$leguard their interests. Doctor Joseph denied allknowledge of the whereabouts of the arrested men and wasunable to confirm the information given in the following
paragraph. He a ded that if he was any judge of character
which he thought he was, he would be very surprised ifthere was anything in the charges against Bryant (Bryanthas managed to keep on good terms with both communities
but has many Jewish friends and is knows; s a moderate
sympathiser with Jewish aspirations).

2. Sheringham was given the following informationby two British journalists. It is generally believed
L' 11 but two of the arrested :pen would soon be released.

t is thought there is something in the charges against
Sae two to be kept, Htwkins and Sylvester, particularlyview of suicide in Tel Aviv of a certain Majorbiansky who was an official of Jerusalem Electric

3orpor ̂  tion and

2?
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Jerusalem telegram No.242 to F.G.

Corporation and a senior Haganah officer and had been
charged with espionage and offered the choice of execution
or suicide. A certain =r5. Geiger, a Palestinian who is
a friend of Bryant, and a British ex Army and Police
Officer na ed Harrison were also arrested by I.Z.L. but
soon released. It is rumoured that Hawkins and Sylvester
have been removed to territory of 'state of Israel".
Doctor Joseph said he hoped this was true since they
would be safer there. He also said he had gone to Tel
Aviv yesterday to inform Shertok fully ot the incident
and that the Provisional Governaent would probably di scuss

it et their meeting this afternoon; they right as a
result of their meeting be able to do something (presumably
through right wing members of the Government). One journa-
list said he knew that the arrested aen had been kept,
at least at first, in a house next to the Czechoslovak
Consulate but would not agree to this information being
passed on to Doctor Joseph.

5. Sheringham stressed the serious view which Hi?
iajesty's Government took of the incident and the bad
effect it was likely to have on Anglo Jewish relations .t
a time when many were hoping the past might soon be for-
gotten. State of chaos which it revealed in Jerusleta and
the inability of the Jewish authorities even to secure
respect for the flags of the Security Council Truce
Ceamission was hardly likely to do the Jews any good at
Lake Success. He added th t with paramount consideration
of securing the safety Af British subjects in rind this
Consulate might have to consider a direct approach to the
I.Z.L., even to Menahim Beigin himself if necessary, if
it became apparent that Jewish Agency and Haganah were
unable to secure the release of the arrested aen. [Gps.
undec. J this morning. Sheringham called instead on the
American who wrs unable to add to whrt has been said above.
Belgium Consul General telephoned this afternoon, to s'y
he had raised the incident with the authorities in Tel Aviv
and that the Truce Commission was meeting at 1500 hours
G.. T. to prepare its report on it to the Security Council.
Sheringham thanked him in my name for his efforts on behalf
of the arrested nen.

Foreign Office pass Iamedi te to New York, Jashington,
Haifa and fthodes as :y telegrams Nos. 5), 17,27 and 5.

[Repeated to New York, Washington, Haifa and Rhodes].

LNote by Communicy.tions department:
undecypherable groups being obtained].
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I9288/1260/3l
TELEGR 4 FROM

JERUBaf (Mtia
ConulGs.sd)

9 Jul 48

10 : Jl48

U
PALESTINE

E I
'Ii 4ULJ

the 5Mtish subSects would be hanAda over toGov of Israel shortly. In that event, theaccusation against them would be fairly investigatedand a trial oonduoted under international law.It is camsidered that it is best that the men shouldbe in the hands of the "Governmlient of Israel" and sono obection has been raised an legal grounds in themeantime.
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Cypher/OTP

FROM JERUSALEM TO

E
DEFT IJITDON

FOREIGN OFFICE

-" 28

Acting British
Consul General,

No.2
9th July,1948.

D. 2.39 p.m.

R. 3.53

9th July,198.

p.m. 9th July,19..8.

Repeated to New York UKDEL.
Cairo,
Haifa.

Ii~iEDILATE
CONFIDENTIAL

..rse. t o~c'nO fi' .. ... .. .- 'r E'O~hTn 4JVi U VLLwL - - - -ll - L - -- - _- J _W WW WF 7r "7U&t0 UIWi N'ewYok C9 iro a nd

he hope
"regu la

Doctor Bernard Joseph informed me
d the five British subjects would
r forces of Government of Israel"

this morning that
be handed over to
very shortly.

agains
facie

t
2. He assured
them would be

substantiated,
accordance
that nego
asked me

me that in that event
fairly investigated and, if prima

any trial would be conducted in
e with recognised international usage. In order
)tia tions for this shy u1d not be prejudiced, he
to treat the matter as confidential for the moment.

3. Since it is obviously preferable
in the hands of "Government of Israel"
the possible legal objections to the p

I did not raise any
rocedure advocated.

Foreign Office please
Haifa as my telegrams Nos.

[Repeated

pass to
52 and

to UKDEL New York and

UKDEL New York and
29 respectively.

Haifa].
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Nuity b E938/126O/31

TELEGRAM FROM

JERUSAL1M (Acting
No. 243 Consul General

9 Jul 48

12 Jul 48

E
PA.T NE

Possibility of "coup d'6tat"

1

4
(r1

E
JUL0

by Irgun Zwei Lonl.
Effective strength of I.Z.L. in Jerusalen is

ought to be about 2,00G, and it appears that
"legal" Jewish authorities exercise very little
control over them. It is sometimes said that the
authorities deliberately disown the dissidents
publicly while using them to do any "dLrty work",
but it would be dangerous to believe this completely,
as Jewish State may really ie in a precarious
position. -*- The power of the dissidents is
penetrating, and some "respectable" people are now
coming into the open as supporters of the dissidents
and they would no doubt became political figures in
the event of a "coup d'dtat".

Last Paper. J1 ( inr t tC,.. ;
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should beretained by the authorised recipient and not passed on].

CypherA)TP
POLITICAL DISTRIBUTION

FROM JERUSALEM TO FOREIGN OFFICE

Acting British Consul-General.
o D. 8 .25.p.m. July 9th, 1948.July 9th, 1918. R. 10.10.p.m. July 9th, 19A8.

U.K.Delegation New York
Cairo (for Sir Hugh Dow),
Haifa,
Washington,
Beirut )
Damascus, )
Jedda, ) SAVING.
Amman, )
B.M.E.O. Cairo. )

- ,4 : AA
.

-ECRET

ddre sod to 1'brei Office tele No.23 of July$&repeated toU. K. Deegat on !7eork,Cairo or Sr Hugh TwHaifa, Washington and hyving to Beirut, aacsJda
Amman d British Middle East Office Cairo.

My telegram No. 22.2 (not sent to all recipients of thistelegram).

Abduction and holding by I.Z.L. of 5 British subjectsprotected by the flags of the Truce Cammission underlines theprecariousness of the hold of "legal" Jewish authorities here.American Vice Consul told Sheringham this morning that hethought effective strength of I.Z.L. in Jerusalem was probablyabout 2,000 and agreed that numbers of Haganah front linetroops could not be much more. He also agreed that it was byno means impossible that I.Z.L. might attempt to obtain controlof Jerusalem by a "coup d'6tat" against the Jewish agencyand Haganah - an attempt which might well succeed.

2. Neither the Jewish Agency nor Haganah seem preparedto use force to combat the dissidents (e.g. I.Z.L. and theStern Group) here. It is frequently suggested that there isa deliberate policy of disowning dissidents publicly whileusing them to do any "dirty" work that has to be done. Thismotive has certainly played its part in the past, butexplanation given by Jewish authorities that dissidents arevery tard to deal with, and that a civil war cannot beallowed tart in a town which is liable to be beseiged
at any t -sand where every available soldier is needed,

I.s /certainly appears
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t
Jerusalem teleram to Foreign Office No.243.

-2-

certainly appears reasonable~ in the present circjsacsHagana 1is profoundly mistrustful ofp het tancs.
has tried to remove them from all positions in the frontline, because they cannot be trusted not to go off onprivate operations without regard to general militiaplan (a failing which does not seem to be limited todissidents; Gershon Agronsky in a conversation withher ham has laid the blame for the failure to relievetef Ol City through the Zion Gate on Palmrach units wholeft the scene because their demand for support washnotimmediately met). On the other hand a surprising numberof ~ ppersons are now coming into the open assupporters of the dissidents. These would doubtlessbecome political figures in the event of any "coup d&tat".

3. Dissidents also constitute the main danger tocontinuance of the cease fire or the militarisation ofJerusalem, neither of which is likely to be welcome to them.Indeed every observer staying at the King David Hotel not
hng ago found a neatly typed notice in English pinned tos pillow, saying that I.Z.L. did not want the cease fireand that the observers had better go he ie. The pobl isone which can only be tackled by the "Government of Israeland its representatives in Jerusalem. I suggest thatpossible opportunity be taken, in Jerusalem, Haifa Leveryand Lake Success to emphasise to Jewish representativesthe dangers of the situation.

Foreign Office please pass to United KingdomDelegation 1ew York, Washington and Haifa as my telegrams

[Repeated to United Kingdom Delegation New York andWashington and Saving to Haifa.]
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Minutes 1221

a3x QNf

i

I visited Jewish Jerusalem on

June 14/15 and July 2/3 and met a reasonably

representative cross-section of all but the

poorer classes ( who in the orthodox and

oriental communities are numerous.

2 The Jews of Jerusalem have had a

hard time ; during the s~tge food was 
scanty

and dull (but probably sufficient --- people

were certainly not starving), water was 
strictly

rationed and was doled out to qatues 
(and still

is), cigarrettes were almost unobtainable,
and the bombardment of the teen made daily life

difficult and dangerous. The cease-fire was

unmistakably welcomed and the one question

which everyone asked me on my second visit

was whether it would continue ( my answer

that I hoped so but did not know was received

with polite incredulity ; it is firmly believed

that the whole issue depends on HMG's 
advice

to the Arab states). Nevertheless morale 
is

high ; the inhabitants are proud of their

stand which they compare with that of 
Londoners

during the blitz. If neccessary they are

prpared to continue the struggle and say, I

think sincerely, that they will fight to 
the

bitter end rather than surrender to the Arabs.

I should say that the morale of the Haganah 
is

about as high as that of any army could be.

The first cocksure certainty has given way 
to

a sober pride in the achievements of Jewish

arms coupled with a measure of respect for

the enemy. Until shortly before the cease-fire

the Haganah was, I think, short of ammunition

and heavy armament (which means in Jerusalem

large matars) but this seems now to have 
been

remedied, probably thanks to. convoys which got

through before UN control was established 
on

the Tel Aviv road. I should say that the 
posit-

ion of the Jews has improved morally and

physically more than that of the Arabs 
during

the cease-fire. The flight to Tel Aviv has

been less serious than that to. Bethlehem 
ard

Jewish energy has done more than Arab in 
the

way of building fortifications behind the

backs of the observers.

3. The Jews would probably still

welcome the esatblishment of an international

regime in Jerusalem but somewhat less enthus-

.iastically than at the beginninTg of the ceam 
-

fire. I suspect that a slight change of attit-

ude has been inspired from Tel Aviv which 
is

at present considering the status of Jerusalem

vis a vis the State of Israel. The practical

and other disadvantages of the present 
position

in which authority is shared between two

bodies who have a legal existence, the Munic-

ipality and the Jewish Community Council, 
and

two which have not the Military Commanders

and the Emergency Committee, are becoming

more manifest. The Israeli government seems to
have only two courses open to it, to proclaim

Jerusalem part of the Jewish state or to 
set

up a military government by virtue of and an

occupation by the Israeli army. I gather 
that

the latter, which seems ,preferable from the
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Minutes

point of view of international law, is the
more favoured. It is quite clear that if
the UN does not do something soon ( some
Jews think that the best thing is for
Count Bernadotte to come here himself )
the Israeli Government will have to act.

4. There is a very real and
deep bitterness over the shelling of Jerus-
alem, not against the Arabs but against Bri
The shelling did surprisingly little damage
to buildings but caused approximately
2000 civilian casualties, of which 4Q0
were fatal and another 400 so serious as to
result ultimately in death or u life-long
incapacity. It is said that these casualtie
are proportionately heavier than those caus
by the London blitz and I was bitterly told
stories of whole families wiped out, of a
shell hitting a queue of women waiting for
water, and of the specially heavy shelling
of the Street of the Prophets containing
four hospitals under Red Cross protection
and not on the front line. It is argued
that all this was done by an army paid for
by Britain, commanded by British offieers,
firing British guns with British ammunition
(some of which is said to have been dated a
late as April, l948). It is firmly believed
had they wished to use it HNG had enough
influence with King Abdullah to stop what
is held to be intentional and indiscrimina
killing of civilians. Outside religious
circles feeling about the shelling far
exceeds that about the destruction of
the Jewish Quarter of the Old City. The
bitterest were those formerly best dispose
to Britain , e.g. Dr. Oppenheimer who has
delivered half the British babies born in
in Jerusalem for many years, or Dr. Senato ,
a non4Zionist who as a member of Ihud has
consistently worked for better Anglo-Jewish-
Arab relations and opposed the idea of a
Jewish state. Dr. Senator told me almost
in despair that he thought that had I
irreparable damage had been done to Anglo-
Jewish relations and consequently to &he
possibility of a western orientation of the
Je'ish state.

d

hatwx
that

5. I do not take so pessimistic
a view as Dr. Senator who is no politician.
Mr. Ben Gurion has quite recently offered
to forget the past in return for a change I
in our attitude to the Jewish state and
doubtless has- good political reasons for doing so.$r. Agronsky at-the end of a long discussion
in which he put the Jewish point of view
with considerably more force than I have dcne
in the preceding paragraph 1 gave me a
cutting of his leading article for IMay 14t .
reading out to me its end which well expre ses
the almost wistful longing of- some Jews
to get on good terms with us again :

We shall cling to the
shadow cast by England's great men,;
and leave it to memory to dim the
pettiness of the little men. We
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Minutes VP
were with Britain body and soul, in

adversity and advance, when Britain

fought the civilised man's fight. 
We

shall live in the hope that the good,

the gracious and the just will triumph

once more wherever Britons go or

destiny takes Britain.
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6 There is however one condition

to the success of any efforts towards 
improving

Anglo-Jewish relations, that we supply 
no

more arms and ammunition to any Arab 
state

until a Palestine settlement has been fttmly

achieved. A resumption of supplies would

finally alienate those Jews who are 
well

disposed towards us and greatly help 
the

dissidents. It would also, it seems to me,

do no good to the Arabs since the Jews 
would

almost certAinly win the ensuing armaments

race with Russian and probably American 
help.

The Arabs might he able to ay Jewish Jerusalem

in ruins at the cost of Lr Arab JerusaLem

too but they would neither get the 
Jews of

Jerusalem to surrender nor be able to 
over-

throw the Jewish state. We should still 
have

sooner or later to tell the Arabs that 
they

hadx host the war.

7. The position of the dissidents

in Jerusalem is hard to ascertain but my

feeling is that everyone is by now for or

against them. The strenghh of the IZL 
arnd the

number of its supporters is probably 
greater

in Jerusalem than in Tel Aviv or Haifa. 
Here

it is at the best only precariously 
subject

to any authority other than itself and 
constit-

utes the gravest danger on the Jewish 
side

to any rational arrangements for terusalem.

The Jewish leaders will need all their skill

and courage to extricate themselves 
from the

dilemma into which their past ineptitudes

have got them, whether to establish 
their own

authority at the cost of reducing, 
possibly

seriously, Jerusalem's ability to 
defend

itself against further Arab attacks, or to

sacrifice their authority and possibly 
their

international position in the face of the

almost overwhelming needs of defence. 
o

The Stern Gang is internally of

less importance but it is even less under

control than the IZL and is liable 
at any time

to upset any arrangements by some 
act of folly.
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Registry
Number E931LV±1260/31

TELEGRAM FROM

JURUSALEM (Acting
No. 252 Consul Generi

Dated

Received l
in Registry

11 Jul 48

12 Jul 48

E
PALESTINE

I JU 19

. JUL 14j

oiIIo

Possibility of handing over to Haganah and trial of
five cntured British subjects.

Refers to Jerusalem telegram 245 (E9288/1260/31).
Dr Joseph infoied that it was hoped that I.Z.L.

wuwl& hand over the five British subjects to Haganah
soon, but thought that they were not being ill

treated. Jim Hayes, British journalist, states that
I.Z.L. have announced that charges would be made
public within 48 hours. It is thought that Scoe
prisoners will be put on trial for "espionage on
behalf of the enemy" i.e. the Arabs, and it is
suggested that Jerusalem Electric Corporation in
London brief a canpetent lawyer, preferably an
English Jew, to stand by.

Last Paper.
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I

LThis telegram is of particular secregyas d
retained by the authorised recipient a el

Cypher/OTP DEPARTMENTAL DISTRIBUTION

FRQM JERUSALEM TO FOREIGN OFFICE

Acting British Consul General
N D. 7.19 a.m. 11th July, 1948
1 h uly, 1948. R. 8.55 a.m. 11th July, 1948

Repeated to U.K. Del. New York
Haifa.
Cairo.

10th repeated o Cio, U. K. De *New York and Hia.

4~ telegram No. 245. 6 > . 4,

Abducted British subjects.

Dr. Joseph telephoned this morning to say that I.Z.L.
said that their investigations would soon be complete and
that he hoped the prisoners would soon be handed over to
Haganah. Haganah officers handling the affair believed
that they were not being ill treated. I am unable to
confirm reports that Bryant and possibly others were seen
today at a distance blindfolded but apparently well by a
British Jewish journalist.

2. This evening Jim Hayes, a British journalist,
telephoned to say he had been informed by I.Z.L. that charges
against the prisoners would be made public within 48 hours
and that their trial would probably take place before a
Haganah military court in Tel Aviv. He was much concerned
about getting competent legal defence andias told by I.Z.L.
that he could go ahead in engaging a local lawyer. Joseph
denied all knowledge of the state of affairs revealed by
Hayes. He said that the question whether a preseeU*bfln'
would be instituted when evidence was produced weulca have
to be decided in Tel Aviv and that in view of the conditions
in Jerusalem it was not impossible that the trial wouldtake
place in Tel Aviv. He was told that I should expect earliest
possible notification of the intentionto remove the prisoners
to Tel Aviv and should expect to be given every facility in
looking after their interests. He was requested to convey
this to t1m pathorities in Tel Aviv and premised to do so.

SI reg it as highly probable that some at least
of the priaon'I' will be put on trial. If convicted en a
charge siuchs "espionage on behalf of the enemy" i.e. the
Arabs,t)e not improbable that they would be executed.

/I advise that the
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Jarnaalem teleram No. 252 te ereifn Office

8.

I advise that the Jerusalem Electric Carperation in Lndn
brief a oeupetent lawyer to stand by to proceed to Jerusalem
er Tel Aviv at short notice. An eminent English Jew would
be preferable.

4. At iq request, made before the information in
paragraph 2 was available, the Truce Cemissiom has at
again to consider further approach to the Jewish authorities.
The Comission has decided to remove its flags from the peer
station which thus becomes a legitimate target for the Arabs.
As you are aware, it is the property of a British compariy.

Foreign Office please pass to U.K. Delegation New Yerk
and Haifa as tr telegrams 'Js. 55 and 51 respectively.

{Repeated to U.K. Delegation New York. Net repeated
to Haifa pending departmental instructions].
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you may be aware, five British

have been seized by the I.Z. L.

It is possible

in

that they may be

handed over to the Jewish authorities,

that proceedings

in a court.

Corpo ration,

may be instituted

and

against them

The Jerusalem Electric

by which the

wish to brief Mr.

them in that event.

instructed

may be in some

that event

find him

wishes.

to contact

men are employed

Asher Levitsky to defend

Jerusalem have been

him if possible,

other part of Palestine.
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Cjphr
,onfidential.

DNPAR' S'NTAL DISTIBUTIW

R FOREIGN OFFICE To HAIFA

12th July, 1948. D. 8.03 p.m. 12th July,1948.

1 8MT IItDIATE

Co(Jl1IDNTIAL

As you may be aware five British nationalshave been seized by the f. .L. in Jerusalem.It is possible that theywa be handed over to theJewish authorities,. and thatproceed may beinstituted against them in a court.
Jerusalem El otric Ceratioa by which the men are
esed ,wish to brie Mr. AsAr Levitsky todereA themin that event. Jerusalem have beeninstructed to contact him if possible, but he gaybe in some other part of Palestine. In that eventJerusalem will as ]tyou to ,try to find him and
infirm him of the Cempany s wishes.
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No. gy
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Confidential.

Draft.

HB

JERUSA

Telegram.

N o........ . . ..

(Date)... .

Repeat to :

Cypher.

Distribution :

Departme ntal

Copies to :

Ou

Your telegram No.252 [of 11th July].

A Parliamentary question has been put

down for Wednesday, asking for information on

the five British subjects kidnapped by I.Z. L.

Please telegraph your latest news of them by

most immediate .telegram, to reach me on

Wednesday morning.

2. Your para.3. Jerusalem Electric

Corporation wish to brief Mr. Asher Levitsky,

believed to be in Jerusalem, who has previously

acted on their behalf. Please make contact

with him if possible and instruct him

accordingly. If he is not in Jerusalem, you

should inform Haifa, who are instructed to take

action in that event.
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Cypher/(Y.

Confidential. DEPARTMENT AL DISTRIBUTION.

FROM FOREIGi OFFICE TO JERU3AL VI.

No. 418.

12th July 1948.
D. 4.5

IMMDIATE.

Your telegram ]jo.252 (otf 11th July].

A Farliaiment ary Question has been put down
for ednesday askingfor information on the five
British subjects kidnapped by I. Z.L. Please
telegraph your latest news of them by most immediate
telegram, to reach me on '7Vednesday morning.

2. Your varagraph 5. Jerusalem Electric

Co tion w.sh to brief Mr. Asher Levit sky,
believed to be in Jerusalem, who has previously
acted on their behalf. Please make contact with
him if possible atd instruct him accordingly. If he
is not In Jerusalem, you should infor Haifa, who
are instructed to take section in that event.

[Copy sent to Middle East

'4

13th July 1948.
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TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS: CABLE ADDRESS:-
'RUOFLAB. CANNON. LONDON'" RUOFLAB. LONDON.' Y O

3hrusatlm ?Ertrir & tubfir 'r
(incorporated under the Palestine Companies Ordinances, 1921 to 1925)

DIRECTORS:

WILLIAM SHEARER (CHAIRMAN)
H. G. DALFOUR
D. C. BROOK. F.S.A.A.
G. E. DENT
RT. HON. SIR CUTHBERT HEADLAM. BT..

P.C.. D.S.O.. O.8.E.
RT. HON. LORD RANKEILLOUR. P.C.
D. S. WARREN

London Office:
66, QUEEN STREET,

LONDON, E.C. 4

f. J. Balfour, Ese.,

The Foreign Office,
Do ninafStreet,
.hit Ehall1,
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JERUSALEK
No. 265
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13 Jul 48
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S tatement by Jish Agency spokesman to the effect
that there are serious chargsa against the 5
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made to have them handd over from X.L.L. to G ofIsrael. when they will be tried. if there are gounds
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9458

E lair DRLD ORGANISATION DISTRIBUTION
Y.,

Ft J3 IUSALE I[ l F IGN OFFICE

Acting British Consul General.
N° 326_. D. 9.21.a.a. 13th July 19b8.

13th July 1918. R. 10...a.a. 13th July 1948.

Jewish Agency spokesaa yesterday made
following statesat about the five abducted
British subjects.

[Begins]

We understand that there is evidence of
serious charges against the five hglish men
detained by the I.Z.L. An effort is being made to
arrange that these persons shall be handed over
to the Governent of Israel in order that the
charges against them may be investigated and that
they may be put on trial if grounds be found for
so doing. [Ends]

Foreigs Office please pass immediate to U.K.
Delegation New York as my telegram 55.

[Repeated immediate to U.K. Del. New York.]
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En claire DEPARTMINTALJ DISTRIBUTION

F O RJ OFFICE.
Act British Consul

" D.
R.

General.
4.50 p.m.
5.54 p.a.

15th
15th

My telegram Ns.265.

Abducted British subjeos.

It has been
ccLL ue s in Jewish
"well- era tConsuls"

reported to various of myJeualem that a mumber of
are involved ii the affair.
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RetryE947/160/1

FROMU.K. DEL NEW YOR1

N4X65 (r.7/200/48)

Dated
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in Registry

8 Jul48

14 Jul 48

Last Paper
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Cope of letter to Secretary General
N , att gi r
Brit _8h _sub.1ects by ri

Copy also sent
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to Washington.
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165 (17/200/.8)

7 ,

Nations at New Y{HIS Majesty's Permanent Delegtt to
presents his compliments to H.M,p.S. of S.
and has the honour to transmit to him the un r-mentio
documents.

British.. le.otion to.the
..... United,.Nations,

New.York..N. Y.

Reference to previous correspondence:2'/) gyfIS4 /2
Foreign Office telegram No. 2817 of 7th July, 1948.

Description of Enclosure.

Name and Date. Subject.

Copy of letter to Seoretary
General, United Nations.

- Palestine

(Copy also. sent to Nashinton).
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b. 347(17/*0o/4e)
th Jly, 1%g,

sir,

I haw. the h *urn tcedar iatuetionw faoa Ili a Ne ' a?vinaipml Beayof Sate t"or' foi.Affairs, to rej ont.vq the tollouing icorvt±#Lion to the $Eaiip o e
2. Hisa Majesty's Oau. nr4 at Jeiusamweas ftmdothe ningof J 7th that: during tepeit ifvertish as b eeei enmt at the Je th Ketwo ovot* ioa Pnw t e
detained the Iipa StI Leal.,Bet~eCipocein! rr

3. The Beldtan Cona 4. ne el, as Cha irmn of the Unie ainT* Cbitsiowa seflag flies on the buildinat ne Ntiotnsthe inid ent and tried Imeeesfly to get in tonesinvest
A why'ioW3 u~~ by elph . N. otstdto the Jutishhg n w o aed to take the matter uap fort nwlth.

4. On lerning of the incident His a~i'sCnslrb~a
tee( nd oD.DemwtJoseph o the wishh A pr who said that heuinerey dploedthisnaetion .ini Rromlsed to do hes utmost to get theman released"

5"I shall submit to the Couneil a farther' informstioutamay con~sto hand repidizg this inoident, the above fa! shae tas
been ooinoted to the United Nation mediator sf aeat

I b.,. th. onourto be
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Numbu 1E9479/1260/31
FROMU.K. DEL N~EW ~o

(Mr P Palla)
N. 17/201/48

Dated

Received
in Registry

9 Jul 48

14 Jul 48

Last Paper
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"71,

4 JUL 1949

the Secturity Council on theAttitude

capture by Ire Zwei Leumi.
S edurity Council has been given an initial report

on the capture of the 5 British subjects. Suggests
that it would not be advisable to worry this
questions as it may only confirm an opinion which is
already held by many that the main British interest
in Palestine Qluestion is"to score points in a
vendetta against the Jews". Wishes to be informed
if Foreign Office opinion is contrary to this
suggestion.

(Minute..)
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)L. jiX &41(4J
Consul General

1. 3.50.p.mu.
.(.5v.12. .

Important

.Oose to.oe~ ficet mn
ror
and

information
Important to

to united ingdof }e1egationImport &nt
iif a.

y telegram ;o. 266.

Five abducted British subjects.

3ernard Joseph has just informed member
have this afternoon been handed over to
af Israel" (i.e. iaganah) annd that they
to .e1 viv.

of L7 staff
' arjed forces
are boing

2. I have asked him
they within legul id and he
all proper facilities.

that we
assured

should be enabled to provide
;e that they should receive

i'oreign Lffie Splease pass
as ::fy telegram a o. 58.

: Geeated

to United -ingdoim elgation
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Minutes.

6w 9h79/26o/s 1NDEXED

The five British Subjects kidnapped
in Jerusalem.

Sir Alexander Cadogan telephoned from
New York yesterday with reference to our
telegram No. 3053 to him-on this subject.

He sail he was doubtful of the wisdom
of raising the question as we had suggested, for
the following reasons -

(1) The Truce Commission had informed the
Security Council that it had given time to the
Jewish authorities for compliance with their
demand that the five men should be surrendered,
and the time limit had not yet been reached.

(2) Ventilation of the question in the Security
Council might imply some recognition of the
authority of "Israel" in Jerusalem.

(3) It had been reported in the American press
that the Minister of State, answering questions on
the subject in the House of Commons. had stated
that H.M. Government did not hold the Jewish
authorities responsible for this action of Irgun.

(4) Mr. Eban might link the question with that
of Cyprus, where we were detaining 9,000 Jews
without complete legal justification.

Sir Alexander Cadogan also said that the
Security Council had adjourned until the beginning
of next week and if he was to carry out our
instructions literally he would have to convene
a special meeting for the purpose.

I said that we did not want him to go to
that length. We had assumed that the Council
would be meeting again yesterday to continue
discussion of the Syrian resolution and that the
matter could relevantly be introduced then. In
the circumstances it would suffice if he
ensured that Palestine was on the Agenda at the
next meeting of the Council and if he then

raised/
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Minutes.

raised the question. In any event we wished
him to do so in the terms of our telegram,
subject to any change in the situation before
the next meeting of the Security Council. We
would keep him informed by telegram. I will
draft on Monday morning in the light of our
latest information.

17th July,1948.
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UNITED KINGDOM DELEGATION TO THE UNITED NATIONS
EMPIRE STATE BUILDING

NEW YORK 1, N. Y-----

TLONGACRE 5.2070 A . N C1TI

PERSNALANDCONFIDENT IAL

REPLIES SHOULD SE ADDRESSED

P. 0. BOx 904
NEW YORI N. Y.

9th July, 1948.

Dear Harold,

As instructed in Foreign Office telegram No.2917 of July 7th, we
have passed on to the Security Council the information in Jerusalem telegram
No.238 about the kidnapping of five British subjects by the Irgun Zvai Leumi.
This has been circulated as document S/874 of July 8th.

We have not yet received the fuller information suggested in
paragraph 3 of the Foreign Office telegram, and pending instructions we are
not passing on to the United Nations the further details in Jerusalem telegram
No.242 of July 8th.

We presume that your object in instructing us to inform the
Council of this matter (which has been quite fully reported in the press here)
was to illustrate the lack of respect shown by I.Z.L. to the United Nations
and particularly to the Truce Commission. As such it is no doubt quite a
useful piece of evidence, though I doubt if anyone here, including Eban,
requires any convincing of the general lawlessness of the Irgun. You may,
however, agree that against the wider background of resumed hostilities in
Palestine it would be somewhat out of place for us to go on worrying this
question, especially if we did so in such a way as to confirm the impression
which I hope can be gradually killed - that our main-interest in the Palestine
question is to score points in a vendetta against the Jews.

In this connection, and with reference to paragraph 3 of
Jerusalem telegram No.242, I can well imagine Eban asking who was responsible
for the "state of chaos ... in Jerusalem" and whether, for example, the
Egyptian pilots who fired on a United Nations observer 'plane not long ago had
any more respect for the United Nations flag than the I.Z.L.:

I am sending a copy of this letter to Denis Allen in Washington.

Harold Beeley Esq.,
Eastern department,

Foreign Office, S.W.1.

Yours ever

(P. S.Falla) / P.T.O.

UK IA-BM-S-46.W
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P.S. Since the above was drafted we have received Jerusalem telegram
No.241 of July 7th with the men's names and description. In the
light of the foregoing we are inclined not to make a further
communic t n to the Security Council at the moment; but please
tele q you wish us to do so.
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No.

Draft.

Telegram to :-

Repeat to :-
7532 ,/..n.. .

....Washing.t.on..

£3 ('lCD.... .

Cypher.

)islributlion :-

World Organisati

17 JUL s'3
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Security classification1...............Cofidential
-fiany J

Addressed to U.K.De.New ..York

...... ............................................ telegram N o. 3 5 (date) . .

repeatedfor information to..........................Washi.ngton.u... 1"+-

Despite the efforts of H.M. Consulate-

General, Jerusalem, the five British subjects

kidnapped by the Irgun are still detained by

that organisation. The local Jewish authorities

in Jerusalem claim that they are making efforts

to have the men handed over to their custody,

but if this is true they have not yet succeeded.

2. It seems probable that the b'st way of

persuading the Jewish authorities to take some

effective action will be to use this affair as a

means of embarrassing epresentative on the

Security Council. You should therefore take

the earliest possible occasion to raise the

subject, fro --

3. You might begin by drawing the attention

of -the Council to the report which I understand

the Truce Commission have submitted on Jewish

designs in Jerusalem., You should then say that

the seizure of the 5 British subjects does not

inspire confidence in the pretensions of the

Jewish leaders to exercise effective contr

over, their community in Palestine.. It is

that Jerusalem is not within the area over

they claim governmental authority but the

forces in Jerusalem are presumably subject
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their military command. The impunity with
c

which/ e- terrorist orranisation has been a;ble _ to

seize and detain five foreign nationals, anc the

public statements made by that organisation to

the effect that it will itself stage a trial of

these nationals, are obvious symptoms of anarchy.

4. The Truce Commission will have made the

point that the men were seized in a building

flying the flags of the Truce Commission and

under their protection. On this aspect of the

uestion you should refer to article 105 of the

Charter [" ..

( P'pe ee "] and Article II, section 3 of th

General Convention- on the privileges and immuniti

of the--inite dNftlions approved by the General

Assembly for accession by all members. %.

- -Although Jerusalem is not in the territo y

of a member of the United Nations, and the

authorities there are conseuently under no

legal obligation to give these immunities to the

organisation, they, are nevertheless under a stro
moral obligation to ensure that the United Nation

and representatives are accorded those privileges

and immuni ties to Which they would be entitled

in the territories of Memberg states. The

capture of the 5 men is therefore an act for

which the authorities claiming to administer the

area in which it occurred can make amends only
by/surrenierinc the men to the Truce Comisn;sion.
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Cype~r/ OTP
Confidential

WtRLD ORGANISATIW MRE3TION

FROM FORiIGN OFFICE TO NEW YORK

(To United Kingdom Delegation to United Nations)

No. 5055 D. 1.17 p.m. 16th July, 1948.

16th July, 1948.

Repeated to: Washington No. 7858
Jerusalem No. 462
B.M.E.O.(Cairo) No.808.

MOST IMMEDIATE

CONFIDENTIAL

GIANT

Addressed to United Kingdom Delegation, New York
telefamo.o.u eateoor information to

aIngtonl, erusa iman c .. ACa iro).

Despite the efforts of His Ma jesty 's Consulate-General,
Jerusalem, the five British subjects kidnapped by the Irgun
are still detained by that organisation. The local Jewish
authorities in Jerusalem claim that they are making efforts
to have the men handed over to their custody, but if this
is true they have not yet succeeded.

2. It seems probable that the best way of persuading
the Jewish authorities to take some effective action will
be to use this affair as a means of embarrassing the Jewish
representative on the Security Council. You should there-
fore take the earliest possible occasion to raise the
subject, preferably to-day.

5. You might begin by drawing the attention of the
Council to the report which I understand the Truce
Commission have submitted on Jewish designs in Jerusalem.
You should then say that the seizure of the 5 British
subjects does not inspire confidence in the pretensions of
the Jewish leaders to exercise effective control over their
community in Palestine. It is true that Jerusalem is not
within the area over which they claim governmental authority
but the Jewish forces in Jerusalem are presumably subject
to their military command. The impunity with which a
terrorist organisation has been able to seize and detain
five foreign nationals and the public statements made by
that organisation to tie effect that it will itself stage
a trial of these nationals, are obvious symptoms of anarchy.

4. The riruce Commission will have made the point
that the men were seized in a building flying the flags of
the Truce Commission and under their protection. On this
aspect of the question you should refer t" article 105 of
the Charter and article II, section 5 of the General
Convention en the privileges and inmunities of the United
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Cypher/uTP
E
Confidential DIPLOMATIC DI STRIBUTION

FROU. FOREIGN OFFICE TO ' ; YORK

(To United Kingdon

No.508
18th July, 1948

Repea ted

Delegation to United Nations).

D. 2.10. p.m. 18th July, 194£.

to 4ashington No.7945; Jerusalem No.480;
Haifa No.100 Saving.

LLDIATE
CONFIDENTIAL

Addressed to United Kingdom Del
telegram No.5085 of 18th July, repeat
information to Washington, Jerusalem
Haifa.

Ly telegram No.305F [of 16th July:
subjects kidnapped in Jerusalea].

egstion Tew York
ted for
and Saving to

British

The considerations you put to Beeley by telephone
have been carefully examined here, but I sti.1 think it
essential to raise this question in the Security Council,
since pressure on the Jewish representative there seems
likely to be our best means of influencing the Jewish
authorities in Palestine to surrender the men. The
kidnapping has aroused strong feeling here, in the
House of Commons ns well as among the public, and this
should he reflected in the tone of your statement, :hich
I hope you will be able to make on Monday.

2. It now seeds reasonably certain that the men
have been handed over to Haganah and taken to "Israeli"
territory. You should still hake the point, however,
that the Jewish leaders do not appear to be in control
of important elements in the community. And you hould
conclude as suggested in my telegram under reference, by
supporting the Truce Commission's demand for the surrender
of the sen to them.

3.
action in
refused:

You should kno' that we are
case surrender to the Truce

taking the following
Commission is

(a) Informing the Jewish authorities that we
cannot recognise the right of any court established by
them to try British subjects, and that deportrtion would
therefore be a more proper course.

(b) Assisting
to obtain leg- 1 dv
nevertheless insist

the Jerusalei Electric Coroorption
ice iar the "ea iif the Jewish authorities
on a trial.
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TELEGRAM FROM
JEI81A1LR (Acting Consul

No. 266 General)

Dated

Received
in Registry

25 Jul 48

4 Jul 48

Last Paper.

9/79

References.

(Print.)

(fHow dtisposed of.)

(Action (Index.
completed.)

4620

E
r'' 1 *

&f
9498

14 JUL '948

e i egs gan g
Qonsiders it possible that the ob ect of I.4L. in

wishing to bring the five men to trial may be. to stage
a "Moscow trial" to unmak British policy. ArgEments
may be used which would; impress an undisoerning publi@
and i herefore almost imperative that a capable
Briti er be engaged to mercilessly epose
irrelevancies. Bn iries are proceeding with Dr
Joseph regarding the handing--oer of the men to
Haganah, but too much pressure is not. being exerted
until the handing-over has been effected.
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9498
[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should beretained by the authorised recipient and not passed on].

Cypher/OTP DR PARTREIfI OAL DISTRIBUTION

FROM JERUsAL ai TO FORi IGN OFFICE

Actin British Consul General
No. 26. -D:
July 13th, 1948. R:

4.20.p.m. July 13th, 1948.
5.44. p.m. July 13th, 1948.

MOST TMMRDIATE.
TOP SECRET.

My immediately preceding telegram.
1>/.

Five abducted men. While I do not exclude the possi-bility that men were engaged in espionage for Arabs Ishould not be surprised if one af the objects of I.L. L inwishing to bring them to trial were to stage a "Moscow'trial"involving this Consulate with a view to "unmasking Britishpolicy" by showing that His Majesty's Government are activelyhelping Arabs withintelligence and thus opposing the UnitedNations Organisation's Palestine policy.

2. A "revelation" of this sort might be welcome toJewish propaganda such is their present suspicion ofBritish motives tiat they may well be busily engaged inreading into insignificant coincidences some significantpattern. Given Slav background the Jews state a trial maywell be based on ronuniamentos by the prosecution and eventhe judges suortedb confessions" andi rcumstantialevidence eno to impress an undiscerning public e.g. inAmerica. These factors will make it the more necessary forthe defence to have a capable British Jewish lawyer who canmercilessly expose irrelevancies.

3. I am keeping in very frequent touch with the JeidshAgency but have hitherto refrained from using very stronglangage or subjecting them to great pressure lest theirwillingness to obtain custody of the five men be therebydiminished and chances of their being handed over by I.Z.L.prejudiced. Their transfer to Haganah is in my view avital preliminary step and when the men are in the hands ofthe agency we can then increase pressure on the latter. Itrust that you agree to this tactic.

4. At my instigation however the Truce Commissionhave addressed a sharply [? omission] note to Dr. Josephstating that if the men are not released by I.Z.L. todayJul 15th, they will report to Security Council the inab 11of he Jewish authorities to maintain law and order inJerusalem. Dr. Joseph has informed me that he has nowreceived a "definite promise" from I.Z.L. that they willbe handed over.
5. Since drafting the above I have recdved your tele-gram No. 418 and hope the foregoing will give youi somematerial for a reply. Should there be further developmentsbefore noon on Wednesday,I will inform you. For reasonsgiven in paragraph 3Sabove, I am not sure that it would notbe premature to approach Asher Levitsky. I believe he hassome connexion with I.Z. L. which may make it desirable inany case but I will take advice and telegraph you further.

------ .
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Telegram to

No. ...

(Date).

Repeat to .

Cypher.

Distribution :-

Departmental

SUJJL 1948

.. ..-..... ... :J :1

on .............. ECRET......

.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. ....... ....... . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

........ telegram No........ (date)

ion to ........ ..............

Your telegram No. 286 [of 13th July :

Trial of 5 Britons).

We have informed Jerusalem Electric

Corporation of your doubts regarding Levitsky.

As alternative they propose Abraham Levin,

partner of S. Horowitz and Company, Barristers

(address : Tancred Lane, Jerusalem. P.O.B.393).

Grateful for your considered views regarding

both.

2. Would either have physical means of reaching

Tel Aviv should a trial be held there? If not,

someone in Haifa or Tel Aviv may have to be

briefed.

3. We entirely agree it would be preferable to

engage an able Jewish barrister from the U.K.

Steps are being taken here to brief

Mr. Richard Levy, a K.C. with a high reputation

for ability and integrity, who has expressed

willingness to undertake the defence and could

go out at short notice. But we consider it

prudent to have a local man available also in case

of unforeseen obstacles. Serious possibility

of his intimidation by I. 3. L. has not escaped us

and we realise he must be very carefully chosen.

Have you any suggestions?

Addressed to ...

..................................................

repeated for informal
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4. The/question was raised this morning by

3ddmann, with whom we have informal contacts as

representative in London of the Jewish authorities.

(We had not taken the initiative in discussions

with Goldmarnn this subject, because we cannot

recognise that his writ, for what it is worth,

extends to Jerusalem.) Goldmann said he was

sure that Bryant was innocent, but that the other

four men were ex-policemen recently recruited by

the company. and he could not express the same

confidence in relation to them. Moreover, he

was informed that a wireless transmitter had been

found in their building. (The source of this

information may be the Jewish Telegraphic Agency,

whose bulletin contains similar statement. )

In the course of conversation oldmann was told

that we could not recognise the jurisdiction of

any Jewish court over British subjects. He then

volunteered the suggestion that the best conclusion

to the affair might be the deportation of the

five men from Palestine. We agreed that this woul

be far better than staging a trial.
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i This telegram is of particular secrecy and should beretained by the authorised recipient and not passed oa].
Cypher/OTP
E

SECRET DEARTHrNTAL DISTRIBUTING

FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO JERUSALEM

I- 

&

15th July, 1948. D. 5.10 a.m. 16th July, 1948

Your telegram No. 266 Lof 15th July: Trial of 5 Britons].

We have informed Jerusalem E ectrio Corporation of yourdoubts regarding Levitsky. As alternative they proposeAbraham Levin, partner of S. Hororitz and C armta.NBarristers(address: Tancred Lane, Jerusalem, P.O. B.595 ). ratefulfor your considered views regarding both.

2. Would either have physical means of reachingTiel Aviv should a trial be held there? If not, someone inHaifa or Tel Aviv may have to be briefed.s

5. We entirely agree it would be preferable to engagean able Jewish barrister from the United Kingdom. Stepsare
being taken here to brief Mr. iUchard Levy, a K.C. with ahigh reputation for ability and integrity, who has expressedwillingness to undertake the defence and could go out at
short nete. But we consider it prudent to have a localman available also in case of unforeseen obstacles. Seriouspossibility of his intimidation by I.Z.L. has not escapedms and we realise he must be very carefully chosen. Have youany suggestions?

4. The general question was raised this morning byGoldmann, with whom we have informal contacts as
representative in Lendon of the Jewish authorities. (We hadnot taken the initiative in discussions with Goldmann onthis subject, because we cannot recognise that his writ forwhat it is worth, extends to Jerusalem). Goldmann said hewas sure that Bryant was innocent, but that the other fourmen were ex-policemen recently recruited by the company,and he could not express the same confidence in relationto them. moreover, he was informed that a wireless
transmitter had been found in their building. (The sourceof this information may be the Jewish Telegraphic Agencywhose bulletin contains a similar statement). In thecourse of the conversation Goldmann was told that we couldnot recognise the jurisdiction of any Jewish court overBritish subjects. He then volunteered the suggestion that
the best conclusion to the affair might be the deportation
of the five men from Palestine. 'e agreed that this would befar better than staging a trial.
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The decree fulfils one of tie chief dcImands of Rur anianJewry sin;c) the liberation. It is ar ctcd th.at the measure willhave its greatest effect in Northor:n r::r1v3.nia from which
prac tic illy the entire Jewj shi popu an una deported to ?~..zi
death ct:ps in 1944,

ANTI-ZIONIST TRENDS APPEARING IN TWO RUAI.NIAN POLITICAL Pn.TIESWTTF SH~ FOFIUW.Ll-

Buchar

in two

e3t, July 16th. (
anti--Zionis t

pc )ular Rumanian
among the Jewish

Je wish T le p:r~ohi c )"ency ),
trends hiavo roe ntly come' t
po1i tica1 parties vith a 1

poDulation,

o the
arge 1Ennbersni.:

A t the latest mar tin.; of the ccntr]. committee off theN'ationnl Popular P-irty Dr. C ons tantin Dimii tr.u, Secre tary- ;neral
Of the party, warned the Jewish p mbers "not to fill foru ru-?agandawnich is attempting to appeal to th'3ir nationalist feelings fora noisy recrudescence of Zionism," Dr. Dimitriu added t.iit theonly solution for the Jews of iiu~iania lies in co-operat.n- ;ith
the entire working class of the country. tlt3 s statement follow da resolution wdop ted. by tho 'umntniar' torkers P -irty which acmri tted
party inrbars to " fighting enrgo ti io.11y tue na tional i t-r.; c tionaryt ndency among the J wish popul-ht ion. j
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in RegistryJ

Last Paper.
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LL !943

The briefing of ASHER LEVITSKY to handle the c ae.of
the five arrested British sub jects in Jerusaleb
Refers to para. 5. of Jerusalem telegram No. 266 of
13th. July (E9j.98/1260/31).
The Palestine Government suspected Levitsky of being
connected with the Irgun Zvai Leumi, and, according
to a British journalist, he has come out as an avow-
ed supporter of I. Z. L. Considered unwise to brief
him to handle the case; it is urged that a British
Jewish barrister be chosen.
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L This telegram is of particular secrecy and should beretained by the authorised recipient and not passed on].
Cypher/TP PAR T. 3ITAL DISTRIBUTION

FROi J RUSALi TO ?OREIGi OFFICE

Acting British Censul General
D. 1.56 p.m. 14th July, 194815th uly, 1948. R. 4.05 p.fi. 14th July, 1948

SAC 1 T

Paragraph 5 of ry telegram I e. 266.

Sheringham tells rie that Palestine Government
suspected Asher Levitsky of being connected with I. ?.L.whose yen he frequently defended before military courts.A British journalist has told Sheringham that since theend of the mandatee, Levitsky has come out as an avowed
supporter of I.Z.L. He is now in official uniform inJewish .gency as a liaison officer although still
practise L? gp, fitted] as a lawyer. I therefore
think that it would be most unwise to brief hira to
handle the case and still urge that the best course
would be to choose analogous eminent British Jewish
barrister who would be unarmenable to pressure which nightcome fria any section in Palestine. He would need an
assistant who knew Hebrew and who would probably have tobe a Palestinian lawyer. I am not in a position to
suggest one at the moment; the accused might be ableto do so.

L Copy sent to .IE. Secretariat].
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Last Paper.
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E
PALESTINE

Report that five caiguedtBritish
handed over to Haganah.

86.

17 JUL 19'

sub.1ects have beel

Refers. to Jerusalem telegram 266 (E9498/1260/31).
Dr Bernard Joseph has informed a member of staff

of Consulate-General, Jerusalem that the five men
were handed over on 16 Jul to the "anned Forces of
the State of Israel" (i.e. Haganah) and that they a
being conveyed to Tel Aviv.

Assurance has been given that they will receive a
proper facilities as regards legal aid.
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DEP ART U TAL DISTRIBUTION
FRM JERUSALE TO FOREIGN OFFICE

Action British Consul General
No. 280-
July 16th, 1948.

D.
R.

Repeated to U.K.Del New York No. 58 ImportantHaifa No. 54 Important.

3 .5O.p.m. July 16th, 1948
5 .12.p.m. July 16th, 1948.

LOST flDIATE

Addressed to Forei Office tele am No 280 of Julegath,repeated for Information Important to United Kingdom DelegationNe okadImportant to aifa 8
Ly telegram No. 266,

Five abducted British subjects.

Dr. Bernard Joseph has just informed member of my staff
S at e oe Is a fernoon been handed over to "armed forcesof tat atIsrel" (i. e. Hagaush) and that they are beingConveyed to Tel Aviv,

2t I have askeddhim that we should be enabled to providethem with legal aid and he assured rae thtleyX~d t reie
all proper facilities. that they should receive

Foreign Office5 lease pass to United Kingdom Delegationas my telegram No. 58.

[Repeated to United Kingdom Delegation New York].

[Copy sent to middle East Seoretariat].
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fOM p.o. Minute
(Mr Evans)
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Legal aeects of the trial of the 5 ca $ured British
suab ectis br the Ltate o s rae" when t ha t tt
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Gover nmt
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